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Hutchinson, March the Ninth 
Rinehart. Oct. 28,1957. 371p. $4.50. 


Dr. Eugen Reichenbach, thirty-five year old Viennese, 
born and reared, surgeon, has lived America for 
number years. Forlorn and restless after his mother’s 
death, becomes official the World Universities 
Relief Organization and stationed Trieste. The 
year 1947. Dr. Reichenbach meets former Viennese 
schoolmate, Kurt Wenzel, who urges the doctor per- 
form operation Swiss business man who had 
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been led into technically illegal transaction 
incompetent accountant and hence forced flee his 
native country. Kurt claims that the business man has 
received accidental gunshot wound the chest and 
cannot call the local doctors because his status 
with the law. 

Dr. Reichenbach agrees attend the truant. The 
physician taken mysterious night ride Yugo- 
slavia, and performs dramatic operation under 
primitive conditions relieve the pressure the man’s 


Page 
- 
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lung. sequestered country farm where the fugitive 
hidden, Dr. Reichenbach meets the wounded man’s 
wife, Franziska; his sister, Paula; his son, Johannes; and 
his father-in-law, Ludwig Schwarzenberg. After the 
operation the doctor returns Trieste, but im- 
mediately transferred Ljubljana Yugoslavia. 
first curiosity, later growing undeclared love for 
Franziska prompts the physician return continually 
the secluded country dwelling. Dr. Reichenbach 
learns that his patient really Siegfried Zempelmarck, 
former Nazi officer who was wounded while escaping 
from the Nuremburg war criminal trials. Both Sieg- 
fried’s wife and sister are devoted him even though 
arrogant Prussian chauvinist. Siegfried be- 
ing hunted the French from whom escaped and 
the Yugoslavian partisans. From social contacts 
Ljubljana Dr. Reichenbach learns that the partisans 
are closing in. Dr. Reichenbach travels Trieste 
arrange sea passage Spain for the Zempelmarck group 
while Kurt Wenzel arranges the secret trip the party 
Trieste. ship procured, but instead Spain 
docks Zlot, Yugoslavia. This voyage has been secret- 
arranged Zhenko and Valyevitch, two Yugoslav 
partisans who have learned Zempelmarck’s identity. 
The Zempelmarck group taken Pravnitzar, and 
there Zempelmarck tried for the massacre twenty 
innocent civilians March 1943. Partisans had 
ambushed German unit near Pravnitzar, and Zempel- 
marck had ordered the people the town turn over 
the guilty attackers. When received reply, 
had killed the twenty hostages retaliation. Zempel- 
marck now sentenced die firing squad, but 
dies from lung abscess shortly before 
executed. His wife, Franziska, riddled with machine 
gun bullets one the vengeful townsfolk, and his 
sister commits suicide. 


This novel excellent. combines suspense-filled 
plot with penetrating characterization. The style 
exquisitely turned, and the profundity understanding 
people and life superb. This the type novel 
one could talk about for hours. Let just take two 
elements. The portraits the German career soldier 
and his older sister, who has sacrificed all for her 
brother’s ideals, are flawless. Siegfried man 
“duty” and “honor,” Prussian would conceive such 
words. man who devoted the fatherland. 
Paula, his sister, relates: decided was 
soldier when were only children. thought 
was better than getting rich and fine serve one’s 
country, give everything that service—we thought 
that was the highest life for has given 
himself—all his life—simply his duty.” this 
true. From the noblest motives man, his family, 
and strangers are swept disaster. 


There the masterful picture the vengeful village. 
Religious people, hard-working, sober people corroded 
with revenge, “an eye for eye, tooth for tooth.” 
can see and know them, though can not admire 
them. The crowd demands its victim. Remember the 
French priest Storm Jameson’s The Hidden River. 
spent years Nazi concentration camp, lost the 
use his legs there; yet when was released, many 
the townspeople accused him collaborating with 
the Germans since many their relatives never came 
out the camps alive. The uselessness two legs and 


the torment long imprisonment was not enough 


The crowd demanded blood. 


Dr. Reidenbach thinks Zempelmarck’s young son does 


not know that Valyevitch and his followers are going 
kill the father. But the boy does, and when 
will come back Yugoslavia and kill Valyevitch. The 
killing will on. Man’s inhumanity man will 
tinue. Life and its eternal note sadness roll over. 
whelmingly into the mind and heart the reader 


this novel. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Ross, Nancy Wilson The Return Lady Brace 
Random House. Oct. 242p. $3.75. 


Selection for November) 


The early chapters this book are reminiscent 
Manderley Daphne Maurier’s Rebecca. Lady 
Brace returns from England her family’s estate Fox 
Meadow Long Island and, finding momentarily 
empty, wanders through its house and gardens, 
iental motif the hallways, Chinese chimeras 
ing the entrance, and Chinese sculpture the gardens), 
with haunting memories stirring and disturbing her. 


However, there the comparison stops, for while Miss 
Maurier, master writing suspense, primarily 
storyteller, Miss Ross attempts delve much more 
deeply into the meaning and purpose life. The 
Return Lady Brace, Miss Ross has managed sustain 
atmosphere suspense, augmented such things 
the Oriental decor Fox Meadows, the Langdon 
family’s absorption with the East, and Stephen’s guest, 
Eastern priest, whom the family has named “Vener- 
able Sir.” However, the story per never does come 
through the reader, and the end the novel one 
left with group troubled, complex people living 
troubled, complex lives, which, after all, the 
sion one gets the beginning. 


After placid marriage with Englishman, now dead, 
the serenity which marriage was marred only the 
tragic death her English son, Lady Brace sixty re- 
turns reluctantly the scene her childhood and 
earlier unhappy, (yet more passionate), marriage and 
the two American daughters that marriage help 
dispose Fox Medaows and its contents. she 
finds not only her daughters, but also 
who has returned from Ceylon, much different 
Stephen, are told, from the cynical, disturbed 
younger brother whom she had both loved and feared. 
While the characterization Lady Brace, woman 
who has had much the material things life, yet 
has never been successful human relationships and 
who has found tragedy stalking those closest her— 
always herself shying away from and refusing face 
the fact each tragedy—is good, that Stephen, the 
intellectual, who, because frustrations, has sought 
the answer his problems erotic experiences, not 
clearly defined. 

Lydia, the beautiful, unhappy, younger daughter, 
perfectionist her appearance and her home, but her 
personal life filled with tawdry behavior. 
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Rosemary, the older daughter, and the most normal 
member the family, only succeeds upsetting her 
mother who has retained smugness about the super- 
fcial niceties good breeding from earlier Ameri- 
can era and, course, from her stay England. Rose- 
mary has brought American ranch-type-family-life into 
the once elegant Fox Meadows, and Lady Brace 
disdainful Rosemary’s untidy housekeeping— 
dungarees and sneakers handily stored the powder 
supper picnic-style the dining hall, and resi- 
dent baby-sitter who psychology major. 


There are many other characters the novel intended 
definite American types, the husbands the two 
daughters, Lydia’s lovers, the grandchildren. course, 
there also the mysterious “Venerable Sir,” whose 
purpose the novel obviously help the Langdon 
family resolve its problems. 


Symbolism, reflecting Miss Ross’s interest such sub- 
jects mysticism and surrealism, appears throughout 
the novel. Some the symbols are pointed out the 
reader the characters themselves. For example, 
Stephen’s comparison Lydia’s lover, Frederick Hollis, 
with the powerful Nazi leaders. There are more subtle 
symbols such the beautiful seductive island 
Ceylon, (the Garden Eden), where Stephen had 
purged himself his preoccupation with Evil, and 
which Lydia planning retreat when the novel ends. 
And, course, there are the two Chinese chimeras, 
that the reader meets the first page the book, 
perhaps representative the youthful Stephen, who 
has now set forth the right path and whose problem 
Lady Brace finally faces, with the assistance “Vener- 
able Sir,” the comical little man who has come 
America “evangelize the West.” 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Jameson, Storm Cup Tea for Mr. Thorgill 
Harper. Oct. 30,1957. 273p. $3.50. 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—November 


Storm Jameson, whose husband Professor Modern 
History Leeds University, here offers picture 
modern Oxford University, centered about the Master 
and the Master’s house, the meeting ground for 
learned, ambitious, aristocratic, non-conforming circle 
scholars who are somewhat contemptuous the 
rest humanity and times each other. Her pic- 
ture not pleasant one. Beneath the polished sur- 
face, she exposes the pride, corruption, and blindness 
which the most brilliant are subject. 

Her central point, however, not merely satirical. 
Into this group she introduces poor scholar, energetic, 
able, confident, who has fought his way upon scholar- 
ships and line for important Readership. 
different class and his view remains different 
spite the fact that helped and advanced the 
established circle. This continues until certain inci- 


dent exposes aspect his character unknown his 
name the incident would spoil the book for pros- 
readers; suffice say one with which every 
university today struggling and involves academic 
freedom. 


Jameson Caldwell 247 


After this dismissal, the poor scholar not ruined. 
Rather because it, finds himself, falls back upon 
deeper springs, bursts bubble career; and leave 
him work out new reputation 
founded upon the very values which have made Eng- 
land itself great nation. The book should spe- 
cial interest university people, and the author has 
shown brilliance and depth and first hand knowledge 
her subject. perhaps part the theme that 
the language, and incidents are sometimes brutal. 


Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Caldwell, Taylor The Sound Thunder 
Doubleday. Oct. 608p. $3.95. 


her eighteenth novel twenty years Taylor Cald- 
well has chosen tell the story man, blocked 
circumstances and early parental domination from 
realizing the potential genius within him, withdrawing 
from God, coming hate his brothers and sister, domi- 
nating them and warping their lives but finally achiev- 
ing release sort psychotherapeutic treatment 
coupled with coronary. Spanning the years from 1904 
1937 the small eastern city Waterford the story 
centers about Edward Enger, son German immi- 
grants, who sacrificed his parents provide the 
opportunities for his brothers, David, Ralph and Gre- 
gory, and his sister, Sylvia, all whom are considered 
geniuses. 

the age fourteen Eddie was taken from school 
help his day-dreaming Socialist father the family’s 
tiny delicatessen which provide not only the 
family’s livelihood but also furnish the where- 
withal for the development the geniuses—David 
pianist, Ralph painter, Gregory writer and 
Sylvia theatrical producer. Although Eddie his 
own person has more potentiality each field than 
any his siblings, accepts his fate willingly and even 
accepts his position the family urgly duckling, the 
butt everyone. Then one day pet hen Eddie’s 
was killed because Ralph’s thoughtless carelessness. 
Subconsciously then Eddie begins his severance from 
God, withdraws affection from his father and begins 
exercise his genius making money. Aided Ger- 
man financier, who recognizes his inherent potentiality, 
Eddie takes over control the delicatessen, reorganizes 
and expands and then founds chain luxury food 
shops, achieving success while still his early twenties 
and prior World War But unhappy man 
and begins dominate his siblings and force their 
development the fields the family had originally 
marked out for them, even though they really had 
talents those fields. The talents they have—Dave 
jazz composer, Sylvia dress designer, Ralph 
engineer and Gregory lampoonist—are ruth- 
lessly suppressed Eddie and, because false de- 
pendence upon security which had been instilled 
parental authority, everyone submits Eddie but 
atmosphere fear and hate. Throughout its entire 
warp and woof then the family frustrated and un- 
happy. 

Meanwhile Eddie has acquired two employees, William 
McFadden and Padraig Devoe, who try lead him 
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acknowledge his troubles and solve them through self- 
recognition but unsuccessfully. They also help him 
discover that there worldwide plot against human 
freedom, backed ruthless men wealth, who are 
using first Socialism and then Communism foment 
war and thereby enslave the world. Eddie becomes 
disturbed over this and tries fight but only suc- 
ceeds almost ruining himself. After the war 
begins new chain stores, acquires wife and two 
children and almost ruined the depression. Dur- 
ing these years the hate and fear and frustration con- 
tinue build the family, although some members 
make partial adjustment it. Padraig and others 
finally help Eddie see the light and, after almost 
fatal coronary, they take steps iron out the situation. 


psychological novel domination and suppres- 
sion, fear and hatred and frustration, the factors 
which men may use dominating other men, 
driving personality subsconciously warped the faults 
others, there some value this book. is, how- 
ever, turgidly repetitive making its points and 
somewhat overwritten most aspects. One does not 
deny that Taylor Caldwell competent writer— 
one merely feels that this case she has tried too hard. 
general, the book suitable for adult readers. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Rand, Ayn Atlas Shrugged 
Random House. Oct. 10, 1957. 1168p. $6.95. 

When finished reading Atlas Shrugged settled back 
contemplate the history the novel, try place 
this book some sort historical context. wanted 
try remember some book that was written for 
obvious purpose this book was written, and some- 
how could not remember any the past which would 
compare with it—though course there are hundreds 
like today. mean, wanted find one great novel 
which was one hundred percent propagandistic, this 
is, and could not. afraid, therefore, that history 
going unkind this book, and sorry see 
anyone write half million words which will not 
endure. 


Miss Rand the first, most complete apostle in- 
dividualism writing the world today. (Have read 
all the authors writing the world today? No. But 
nobody could beyond her.) She has apparently be- 
come convinced that the soul and the life all man- 
kind has become sickened the swamp social re- 
form, social decay, and she setting out cleanse 
the muck from his garments, send him forth his 
pristine solitary splendor. think she has nearly reached 
the point where she knows that there nothing but the 
individual, and that the expression the individual 
today can found solely terms the gold power 
and the power gold. 


Atlas Shrugged the story the end the world. 
From the gradual exhaustion the resources the 
country has come the first step the end, and through 
the work the government the United States the 
end finally achieved. Yet not really the end. There 
left small group individualists, wonderful men 
and women who had put their lives into hastening the 


Rand 


destruction, who may now forth like Adam and Eye 
begin the whole thing all over again, and they 
under the blessed sign the dollar. 


technician the field the novel, with violently 
compelling power persuasion and equally tre. 
mendous grasp structural and character problems, 
She tremendous writer something like major 
magnitude. 


But have dreadful fear that she not the 
thinker let loose upon this century. She has profound 
respect for the individual, and that good. She has 
deep love for all the passions man, his aspirations, 
his dreams, his impossible hopes, and that good. 
she appears have contempt for that social part 
man which weaves his life inextricably with the lives 
his fellow men, and think that that most 
fortunate. 


Out the supremacy individualism came what was 
once called unlimited free enterprise. Out 
came tragedy, and compelling call for reform that 
bred such monsters communism. And out that 
has come host evil that man has not even yet com- 
prehended. may missing something profound 
the study history, but feel that the answer man 
neither that which asserts his individuality and 
stroys his social half, nor that which makes his social 
life terrible ocean which drown the 
think the answer lies somewhere the middle, and 
hopefully look upon the Government the United 
States something close answer. not alone 
this. stand with many Americans, and with many 
the peoples the world who look for their 
final hope this world. 

assert the greatness the soul with much 
asm Miss Rand. fact, think assert the great- 
ness the soul even more than she does. Because 
think that the souls other men are great that 
somehow can lose small portion their great- 
ness, will not have really lost, but will have gained. 
cannot stand with her her ruthless destruction 
what Burke called the covenant with the past, nor 
the destruction all those other covenants which have 
been written into life. possible that 
deluded fool; but feel that have something pro- 
foundly and indestructibly magnificent knowing that 
have contract with wife that says that she 
mine and that hers and that are only ours, and 
never can anybody else’s. Though shall decay 
with age, and though she will grow old, think that 
our refusal look therefore for something else 
place that lost youth not loss, but gain—and not 
merely for our children who might like have faithful 
parents, but for ourselves. 


was moved this book, but moved sadness. 
know Miss Rand must catalogue one the 
regenerated fools this world, just the sort fool she 
must necessarily cry out against, since would fight 
her brave new world. But all fairness must think 
Miss Rand least great fool, and her book 
pitiful exercise something akin paranoia, 
tainly the most immoral and destructive book has 
been fascinating task read. 


Francis O’Gorman, M.A. 
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Sagan, Francoise Those Without Shadows 
Dutton. 125p. $2.95. 


Bonjour Tristesse, the first novel Mlle. Sagan, came 
out about quietly the explosion the Hydrogen 
This was writer major magnitude, 
one more star the bright firmament the French 
novel. her third novel now tucked away, 
may more realistically evaluate the threat established 
this young author, and afraid the assessment 
does little enhance her reputation. may kick 
this metaphor around bit, matter fact, Fran- 
coise Sagan appears down her last few drops 
gas. 

Those Without Shadows sketchy taste the lives 
group people whose beds are mixed 
inextricably. They are all filled with something like 
that old mal fin siécle used hear about— 
with the possible exception Jacques who filled 
with vast boorishness and infinite capacity for 
They move restless circles about each 
other, drinking, dreaming, seducing, and gradually fad- 
ing off into faceless mass human foam. They are 
without character, without distinction, without even 
shadows, the title suggests. 

And so, say you all, she has done just what she has set 
out this book, pictured those without shadows. 
But that all she ever does. You might just well 
print the entire trilogy her novels under this title, 
and you would have novel that just much 
novel any the individual books. Except that you 
would feel bit more tired the end the third 
part than the end the first part. Mlle. Sagan has 
the ability put one little word after the other. She 
appears have little other talent. you really enjoy 
abrief expedition into nothingness, this just the book 
for you. But for the price, I’d prefer visit any zoo 
with all the peanuts could eat. would better 


value. 
Francis 
University Scranton 


Giovannitti, Len The Prisoners Combine 
Holt. Oct. 24,1957. 541p. $4.95. 

Probably other war the history Civilization has 
gotten both the press coverage and the book coverage 
that has come pouring out World War II. There 
may certain sardonic significance this fact, since 
highly likely that after the next one there 
noone left write book. But the field the prisoner 
war such one which almost untouched. What 
has been written the story the prisoner hero, 
slyly defeating the German Japanese the wily 
game escape. Mr. Giovannitti has chosen his 
little realm the story prisoner prisoner. the 
patient sifting the soul and body and moral texture 
the prisoner enduring the awful oppresion mind 
and body that necessarily consequent upon such de- 
tention. 

Giovannitti has done his job well. former 
prisoner the famed Stalag Luft Number Three, Gio- 
vannitti knew the terrible tedium all. has 
translated into the language books, and seems 
that this particular volume might something 
the whole field. Indeed, seems even 


Sagan Giovannitti Boll 
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more than just the story the prisoner war; may 
classic the story just any prisoner. There 
morbid desperation running through the story, be- 
cause across the horizon there release somewhere; but 
the very uncertainty that delivery seems even more 
wearing the spirit than hope all might be. 


The story focusses upon small group the prisoners 
Stalag Luft III, those Combine They are 
curiously and realistically assorted lot, matching par- 
ticular group men knew who put tour Barth, 
Stalag Luft Number There are blacks 
whites among them, but only the very real varying 
shades gray. They are each driven their dominant 
passions, but each crosses out his own little world 
some time during the book, that not the 
classic tiresome study every man his humor the 
bitter end, but rather the story real men. 

There are few heroes the book, and indeed there 
only one really complete villain. But the com- 
plete villain exactly the proportion that you would 
have your evil men evil. 

What just bit disturbing about the book the 
possibility that might unfair men Stalag Luft 
III who might easily identified. Certainly the Colonel 
charge the Americans the camp not the finest 
man you’ve met books, and would like know 
much more about him before putting own stamp 
approval the portrayal his character de- 
lineated Giovannitti. Nor does the Major charge 
one section the compound come out very well, 
though certainly not poorly the commandant. 


his enthusiasm sell many copies the book 
possible, Mr. Giovannitti chose put lavish passages 
sex into the novel, device which justified 
terms the preoccupation the men with the hard 
subject women. For this reason, would say this 
suitable for only the most discerning and mature 
reader. 


The Prisoners Combine fine book, perhaps 
great one, but feel that Mr. Giovannitti has given 
wreath the enemy playing with the dynamite 
sex. Several years ago play called Stalag had 
good run Broadway, but shocked lot people 
right out the theatre. When turned the 
movies, they had clean quite bit, and the 
surprise nobody with working head, turned out 
lot more popular the clean than 
the Broadway version. would not too surprised 
the same thing happened this book. Anyone who 
wants read really fine book about prisoners war 
does not need spiced with sex, and this fine book 
prisoners war. But just might have the effect 
keeping the book out other hands, only because 
there might some reluctance get into book that 
has thrown sex for the sake sex, even though the 
dosage small. any event, was worth writing, 
and eminently worth reading. 


Francis O’Gorman, M.A. 


Heinrich Tomorrow and Yesterday 
Criterion. Oct. 18,1957. 250p. $4.50. 


hate all you, you people who let life on. Scat- 
tering oblivion over murder like ashes icy side- 
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walk! the sake the children—isn’t that how 
you put it?” Thus Nella Bach. Nella’s husband has 
been killed fighting against the Russians World 
War II. She and the figures who live contemporary 
Germany are scarred and torn the war. But life 
must continue, and the children, least, will endure— 
even though Nella and some the other characters 
the story have made individual escapes. The children 
can not escape, and they are too young have made 
complete peace with themselves. The war has not 
only marked the parents; has contaminated the inno- 
cence childhood. 


This novel the story two families—the Bach house- 
hold and the Brielach family. The Bach family 
composed number people, the most important 
which are Nella, her mother, her son, Martin, and 
her dead husband’s friend, Albert. the Brielach 
household are Heinrich, his mother (his father has also 
been killed the Russians), and his mother’s lover, 
“Uncle” Leo—the latest succession such uncles. 


Martin and Heinrich, who have just entered their teens, 
are close friends, and see most the story through 
their eyes. Very little action occurs, really only two 
plot events. who German martinet was 
indirectly responsible for Ray Bach’s death, appears. 
Both Nella and Albert have sworn hate this Prussian 
upstart, but they come realize that not worth 
their hate and that hate itself unworthy after the 
carnage recent years. mother eventually 
tires from the brutal treatment “Uncle” Leo and 
moves herself and her two children the local baker’s 
where she becomes the latter’s mistress. 


This book mostly introspective relation what 
has happened the past with some account the 
present. writing for patrician audience. His 
style demands close attention. The mind can not afford 
wander, nor does wish wander. makes 
considerable use the 
nique, and handles very competently con- 
crete, imaginative, and arresting style. Frequently, there 
conciseness image, intenseness feeling, and 
burst lyricism that not only attracts the admiration 
the reader, but gives acute meaning and character 
perception. 


Boll’s children must come grips with looseness 
morals, with the black marketeering, with the poverty 
that clutches the populace, and with the tedium days 
without hope. Yet there are some good people the 
story—Uncle Albert, Glum, Bolda. The children grope 
for the difference between good and evil; they wrestle 
for the first time with words like moral and immoral. 
The war and its aftermath have accelerated this process 
for Martin and Heinrich; they must come maturity 
rapidly. doing they begin realize that all not 
black white: there dull gray which must 
studied and interpreted. Life must faced, and its 
occurrences must judged. 


addition the good people, there the land 
Germany: the quiet, the beauty, the ringing the 
church bells over land peace. The folk aria— 


“Oh Woods Germany, there’s nothing like you 
the world”—recurs. Arcadia ego. Yet 
world Arcadian scenes are simply respites, never solu- 
tions. 


Baldwin 


Among the many thing Boll says this novel are: 
that there were good people, the world would 
meaningless; that the land, the beauty the 
tryside sustaining force for man; and despite 
and foibles, man must pitied, must forgiven. The 
Biblical quotation—“If Thou, Lord, shalt mark jp. 
iquities who shall stand?”—is frequent motif. 
that Boll has say has been said before, but rarely has 
been said more powerful manner. 


There good and evil, maturity and adolescence, hate 
and understanding this book, which splendidly 
conceived and expertly wrought perceptive and 
thoughtful mind. Mature adult readers should relish 
this work. Heinrich must certainly regarded 
the possessor one the major writing talents the 


present time. 
Paul Doyle, 


Baldwin, Monica The Called and the Chosen 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Oct. 26,1957. 306p. 
For those who read Monica Baldwin’s best-selling 
biography, Leap Over the Wall, will come 
great surprise that her new novel deals with life 
Cloister. However, she has chosen less sensational 
title, The Called and the Chosen, for her story 
Ursula, the last the Auberons, who, possessed 
almost fanatical devotion Stokesey, the magnificent 
estate given the family Henry VIII, nevertheless 
enters convent cloistered nuns. The decision 
the result pressure steadily applied her Aunt 
Sara, the first member the Auberon family retum 
the Catholic Church four hundred years. 
ing her conversion Sara, with more piety than common 
sense, determines that her niece will one day enter the 
austere Abbaye Sainte Croix. form the novel 
reproduction diary Ursula begins keep five 
days after entering the Abbaye. The first sentence 
written January 25, 1927, reads: suppose shall 
grow accustomed some day.” the last page 
she writes: “I’m not really the type nun. I’ve 
tried but it’s use. can’t seem acquire that par- 
ticular point view. I’m not sure, really, that even 
want to.” Between those two entries recorded sixteen 
years unhappiness, frustration, aspiration, and near 
despair. 

writer Miss Baldwin has come long way since 
her leap over the wall. Not only has she lost much 
her bitterness but also has developed more 
ciplined and mature style. descriptive passages, 
stunning their effortless effectiveness, are surpassed 
only her trenchant delineation character. The 
plotting most satisfactory too and, although evi- 
dent from the beginning that sooner Jater Ursula 
will leave the Abbaye, the interest and tension continue 
mount until the unexpected climax reached. 
short, what takes write first-rate novel, Miss 
Baldwin certainly has! Yet The Called and the Chosen 
essentially negative and leaves the reader somewhat 
disappointed. The way life followed the Abbaye 
and the personalities the nuns are seen and described 
for through Ursula’s eyes and translated terms 
her emotions—yet she seems person almost 
completely lacking basic charity and human warmth. 
Therefore she tends exaggerate the weaknesses 
her companions and blow-up, out all proportion, 
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the irritations that are integral part any type 
communal living. Although Ursula would find life 
rough going either out convent, many readers 
will accept her somewhat biased interpretation con- 
life and begin pity the “poor quite 
naturally, will cause bit resentment the part 
the nuns who, for the most part, are reasonably well- 
adjusted and happy human beings. Although Miss 
Baldwin’s approach and use her material bound 
cause controversy, readers who appreciate well 
written book will more than satisfied with The 


Called and the Chosen. 
Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Trevor, Elleston The Killing Ground 
Macmillan. Oct. 15,1957. 266p. $3.75. 

you have read The Big Pick-Up Elleston Trevor, 
you will recall the ability that this writer has for main- 
taining suspense. his latest war novel. Trevor pre- 
sents the story the men who manned the tanks 
World War II. Concerning himself with about dozen 
men Troop Two, follows these men from their 
landing the French coast D-Day June, 1944, 
through the following two months. During that period, 
the original number characters has been reduced 
four, and these four have miraculously survived the 
utterly hellish battles fought Falaise, battle won 
the Allies great cost themselves and also the 
Germans. There are unforgettable descriptions tank 
battles; battles fought men who stayed with their 
tanks regardless heavy shell fire, self propelled guns 
and every other weapon calculated destroy the tanks 
and burn their occupants alive. The men the tank 
corps killed Germans and were turn killed the 
Germans. Day after day, save for rest period 
French village, the killing campaign continues. 


Much the book made dialog, the talk 
soldiers under fire and also ease. Most seems 
very natural. There are false heroics. Trevor him- 
self seems express his own feeling about war one 
passage, wherein writes: 
“In their faces [i.e., those prisoners war] and the 
limp their feet through the littered filth, was the aspect 
that war has when the mask off. these places, far from 
the seats the Governments, the speeches have been for- 
gotten and the clarion calls have died away; the ideologies 
have foundered sea and the arguments have lost their 
point along the alien shore; man fights man, forgetting the 
reason, vesting himself bestial acts alone. goes for- 
ward, his high heart turning pulp the bullet rends it, 
his war cry fading whimper falls his face the 
muck, trying the last instant wonder why, and failing 
even ask. (Pp. 67-68).” 
This novel will help one appreciate the contributions 
made the fighting men the tank corps World 


War II. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
Ayrton, Elizabeth Sauce and Sensuality 
Dutton. Oct. 17,1957. 251p. $3.95. 


The only thing possibly wrong with Sauce and Sensu- 
dlity its title. Since was published England 
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The Cook’s Tale, less blatant summing-up, seems 
nod toward the well-known American preoccu- 
pation with sex. the publishers think that Ameri- 
cans would find cook’s story too pedestrian, miss 
the Chaucerian connotation? Perhaps they are right, 
and the American title attracts more readers, all 
forgiven, for this novel could joy everyone. 


about sauce and sensuality, equal parts and 
the great French tradition. Gabrielle, the heroine, who 
narrates her own tale with Gallic wit and wisdom, 
great cook and descendant great cooks. She the 
patronne small hotel not too far from Paris, and 
her culinary artistry has earned for her the two stars 
the Guide Michelin. the opening her story 
she has lost her two stars and her husband, only find 
new love who asks her choose between and 
cuisine, impossible choice for one enamored 
both. During her week decision she recalls, for her 
little sister’s delight and her own enlightenment, the 
family’s history for the past hundred years, with em- 
phasis the chefs and ill-fated lovers. warm and 
efficient and gifted person this lovely Gabrielle de- 
serves happy ending and indeed she gets it, with all 
her problems resolved and the future bright. the 
meantime, the reader has had delightful time, enjoy- 
ing the atmosphere the neat, warm kitchen 
Gabrielle’s small hotel and the magnificent bustle 
the chateau’s kitchen where her grandfather, “the Good 
Pig,” reigned. 


Sauce and Sensuality both original novel and 
without doubt, the most charming cook-book ever writ- 
ten. celebrates the art and joy cooking the 
most pleasing way. Woven, with reverence, into the 
story itself are eighteen recipes, ranging from Créme 
Brulée Chickens with White Grapes. Gabrielle gives 
them step step just she does them, not the dull 
manner cookbooks, but such infectious way 
that you would like try them yourself. But not, 
says the author, unless you reckon yourself accom- 
plished and interested cook. 


Mrs. Ayrton has restored badly shaken faith 
women novelists. She has created literary soufflé 
perfect any her heroine’s kitchen masterpieces— 
never falls. And the book further enhanced 
Milton Glaser’s stylish drawings such essential in- 
gredients eggs, fish, handsome lobster, stalwart 
goat and many others. good know that someone 
still sings paeans the good life. 


Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Burns, Sheelagh The Gingko Tree 
Rinehart. Oct. 222p. $3.00. 

The jacket The Gingko Tree states that Sheelagh 
Burns, its author, lives Haiti beautiful house 
waterfall and with nine servants. She can’t have 
been pot-boiling when she wrote this first novel 
must assume she had something say. Believe me, 
she would have been better off tending her waterfall 
and keeping eye the nine servants. And would 
the reading public. 

With great deal fancy writing, the pretentiously 
honest kind, The Gingko Tree tells the sad story 
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Kate Donovan, one the more ornamental denizens 
Madison Avenue. She success the advertis- 
ing world but unhappy her lovelife. Discontent leads 
her the psychoanalyst’s couch and from there 
Caribbean island and miscegenation, which hardly 
the solution her problem. the end, however, she 
returns New York and achieves self-regeneration, 
(of which the ginkgo tree the symbol, incidentally), 
twisted and immoral bit thinking. Mrs. 
Burns puts it, “She knew her only chance for salvation 
(the word came whole out her childhood and she 
used without shame) was perform one more de- 
structive act before she could break her pattern. The 
child she held hostage her womb must set 
free her—his mother.” Need say more? These 
few lines are typical the whole book, the worst sort 
combination wrong thinking and bad writing. 
isn’t worth five minutes anybody’s time. 

Miriam Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Rivette, Marc The Incident 


World. Oct. 14,1957. 314p. $4.50. 

The Incident novel about sixteen men who escaped 
from freighter that was torpedoed without warning. 
The nationality the submarine commander who com- 
mitted this act aggression peace-time not men- 
tioned. But this totally irrelevant far the author 
concerned. His purpose tell what happened 
the men they drifted alone the middle the 
ocean. 


sense impending doom pervaded the lifeboat from 
the very beginning, for the men had only little drink- 
ing-water and few provisions. This feeling helpless- 
ness was heightened few hours after the attack when 
passing ship failed notice them, and when one man 
choked death from the oil had swallowed while 
swimming the water. 


There were only two them alive when rescue came 
many days later. almost every instance the death 
each the fourteen men was due defect his 
character. learn what the defects were from their 
conversations, often filled with vulgarity and profanity, 
and from flashbacks into their past life. All them 
felt guilt, either because the harm they had done 
some other person, because they had failed be- 
come the men they wanted be. This guilt-complex 
led them hate themselves, and they were unable 
endure the terrible ordeal into which they had been 
unexpectedly thrown. result there were four 
murders the lifeboat, two suicides, and the others, 
though physically strong first, deteriorated mentally 
and looked death welcome relief. 


Could religion have saved these one 
the two who managed live, does not think so. 
According him all Christianity “tried with the 
sense guilt was imbue with love. But love and 
guilt don’t mix.” His solution for man “to know 
all his faults, weaknesses, and everything about him- 
self, short, the truth; then, and then only can 
have respect for Some conclusions from this 
principle are seen the life Durant, the other sur- 
vivor. The latter had once thought that self-abuse 


was sin, but then began “respect himself,” 
is, throw off the guilt-complex. might 
enjoy it. I’m made like it, might well put 
with it.” Later married, grew tired his 
fell love with another woman, and the 
resolved upon divorce order marry was 
hoping for that,” Beaumont says him tenderly, 
didn’t want see you maimed.” Such code 
morality denies any objective standard right and 
wrong, ignores ridicules the desire get rid one’s 
faults, and could even justify the moral degradation 


Henry VIII Adolph Hitler. 


pity that this harsh criticism has made 
Marc Rivette’s first novel, for without doubt 
excellent writer with vivid imagination and 
style. Among the memorable pages the book are 
his description storm sea, and his dramatic 
count murder-trial the lifeboat that has spine. 


tingling sequel. 
Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Harris, Mark Something About Soldier 
Macmillan. Oct. 22,1957. 175p. $3.00. 


Jacob Epstein, graduated seventeen from Perkinsville 
(N. Y.) High School with fine record debating and 
voted “most brilliant” his classmates, gets into the 
Army during the troubled years World War II, and 
spends four hectic months before discharged, 
not without the sympathetic contrivance Captain 
Dodd. Jacob was brilliant, but was, obviously, out 
place Dodd’s company the twelfth battalion 
Fort Smeed. was boy with intelligence, but 
with enthusiasms, too, which got him into trouble. 
met Joleen Davis the and took her dance 
the Union Hall the Consolidated United Service 
Trades and Peanut Workers America the nearby 
town Cohoe, where someone stole his shoes. Cap- 
tain Dodd tried track down the stolen shoes and met 
and fell love with Joleen. Jacob had also met tall 
Nathan Birnberg who persuaded him join the Com- 
munist Association and, one occasion mail some 
letters for the Party from Macon. Jacob goes about 
sticking gummed labels urging the abolition race 
prejudice all over the place, even the windshield 
the Captain’s jeep. From being the pride Sergeant 
Toat, lapses into that sergeant’s despair, goldbrick- 
ing, stealing pass forms and forging them cover his 
absence from bed check nights when visits Joleen. 
When Joleen goes off Washington get job, things 
seem come apart for Jacob and takes off AWOL. 
picked Perkinsville, returned camp and 
processed through the post hospital psychoneurotic. 
Only years later does learn that the entire com- 
pany Captain Dodd commanded, alone survives. 
finds Joleen still Washington and, presumably, 
marries her and takes her back Perkinsville where 
teaching the High School. 

Mr. Harris has written knowledgeable and often 
nant story which marred here and there occasional 
use some the vulgarisms soldier vocabulary. 
But has evoked real personality young 
who wears his Jewishness with dignity and courage, but 
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without bravado. This altogther different Harris 
than whose lanky Southpaw made The Southpaw 
and Bang the Drum Slowly two the best stories about 
big-league baseball American fiction. But the same 
sympathy and compassion with men goodwill and 
times not too good sense illumines this story. Adult 
readers who will not offended occasional vul- 
will enjoy this book. 


Goldman, William The Temple Gold 
Knopf. Oct. 14,1957. 278p. $3.75. 

Raymond Euripides Trevitt got his middle 
his father was eminent authority Euripides 
and taught classical literature Athens College, 
Athens, Illinois. When new family moves next-door, 
the new boy, Zachary Crowe, becomes his best friend, 
although they are oddly matched: “Ripper” was not 
too interested studies, was brilliant student. 
Ripper initiated into sex young music teacher 
and soon bragging casual conquests among the 
girls the town. takes drinking excessively after 
the nymphomaniac Annabelle drops him for one the 
Professors. Zock tries rescue him one evening, but 
Ripper insists driving the car and rams into 
bridge abutment. Zock killed and Ripper, shocked 
his guilt, enlists the Army. 

was beginning find himself when perma- 
nently disabled trying prevent another soldier from 
killing himself with live hand-grenade. Out the 
Army, returns home finds his mother, after his 
father’s death, falling love with the Englishman who 
succeeds Professor Trevitt’s chair. marries Terry 
Clark, almost defiance, then tries teach her man- 
ners and educate her while himself makes deter- 
mined effort finish his college studies. Terry runs 
away the day his mother’s second wedding and 
cannot found. Mother sells the house and furniture 
and goes off England with her new husband. Ripper 
returns mourn Zock’s grave. But, likely enough, 
there always Harriet. 

one point this first novel, one the many women 
says Ripper, “All you ever think about sex, sex, 
awkward tale any one could make. Zock sup- 
posed have whispered something about “the temple 
gold” his drunken friend the second two 
before the fatal crash. What the temple gold 
neither the main character nor the author seem 
know. Perhaps “happiness,” presumably 
defined normal sex life with harmonious mate. 
Now that has this out his system, Mr. Goodman’s 
second novel should better. 


Bemelmans, Ludwig The Woman Life 
Viking. Oct. 10,1957. 218p. $3.50. 


Mr. Bemelmans gets this story off magnificently 
beginning, which Evelyn, the well-to- 
American girl who “the woman his life” gets 
him thrown out the restaurant Royal Grand Large 
and then leads dozen moving-men revenge attack 
which wrecks the Royal Grand, which eventually sends 
our hero, “Armand Theophile Carl Maria, etc., etc., 
Lamoury, only son Duke Armand Arnulfo, 
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Cyprien, etc., etc., etc., Monfort-Lamoury” the 
prison Ivry serve ninety-day sentence. There 
our hero meets wonderfully sympathetic warden who 
paints cheerfully realistic pictures and urges the Duke, 
his prisoner, write his memoirs. After much hesita- 
tion, the Duke Armand does this, and from there 
the book becomes little more than the life history 
shy Casanova, whose reluctance amour the 
despair the three evil wretches who manage’ his 
affairs. That is, until Evelyn comes along and takes 
him charge. What saves the whole thing Mr. 
Bemelmans inextinguishable wit and good taste. What 
almost wrecks the tale the lapse perilously near 
low comedy after such promising running start 
high comic gear. Adult readers will find this amusing 
enough throughout excuse the dull stretches. 


O’Connor, Edwin Benjy 


Little, Brown. Oct. 143p. $4.00. 


You would not, perhaps, expect the author The Last 
Hurrah capable writing “ferocious fairy tale” 
like this about absolutely nauseously good little boy 
and his gummy Mummy, who get exactly what was 
coming them, while Daddy and Sid and the rest 
standing by, (actually, course, have had sense 
enough “hit the dirt”), can only say Well, 
has done just that, and about time someone did 
just that. one else, perhaps, could have invented 
such raffish cigar-smoking 
Good Fairy shake his head disbelief Benjy while 
having grant the little horror one big secret wish. 
But reading this aloud old and young alike; 
and young and old will thrill the justice that done. 
Ati Forberg’s illustrations grow you, too. Wonder 
what Eloise would think Benjy? 


Dudintsev, Vladimir Not Bread Alone 
Dutton. Oct. 21,1957. 512p. $4.95. 

This novel, hailed sign new spring Russian 
letters, was first published installments the Soviet 
literary magazine Novy Mir last year. became im- 
mediately the subject furious controversy Russia 
and was discussed crowded and turbulent public 
meetings. was the first major work that followed the 
general relaxation from the tame, platitudinous and dis- 
honest state writers whose first duty was appease 
and gratify the suspicious and vainglorious tyrant that 
was Stalin. Received first with praise and acclaim 
for its unblinking realism and honesty, Not Bread 
Alone was later reevaluated more cautious critics 
and finally given the axe the Communist Party and 
Writers’ Union with the verdict: “Dudintsev tal- 
ented writer and meant well, but has drawn dis- 
torted and pessimistic picture Soviet reality, given 
his affections unworthy hero, and ignored the 
forces which fact preserve the Leninist ideal incor- 
ruptible and insure its ultimate triumph.” 


Author Dudintsev’s Preface this American edition, 
way retraction, pleads that his work taken 
its face value, work literature simply, with 
political critical intentions, and hardly washing 
dirty linen public has been accused doing 
some his fellow countrymen. His sentiments 
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read the first reviewes from the western “experts 
Russia” were such that felt though novel, 
peaceable ship foreign waters, had been seized 
pirates and was flying the skull and crossbones.” 
the astonished West, his novel seems pirate ship from 
the first. 


The story itself one almost complete frustration. 
Lopatkin, the hero, having invented new centrifugal 
pipe-casting machine meets with alternate encourage- 
ment and persecution. Before him stands formidable 
array bureaucrats whose own interests are not served 
this “lone wolf.” Drozdov, the villain, rises always 
before Lopatkin this latter goes from his tiny village, 
where had been schoolmaster, Moscow search 
recognition. Drozdov, starting superintendent 
the same village’s industrial plant, slowly but surely 
working his way the endless ladder petty power. 
Confronting Lopatkin through the many years 
struggle, Drozdov never tires expressing his indigna- 
tion this spectacle perseverance: “You not 
understand that can without your invention, 
without it, and just imagine—without even suffering 
any loss! Our designers’ and technicians’ collectives 
will find solution. And this solution will better 
than yours, because collective research always leads 
the quickest and best solution any problem. The 
collective superior any individual genius.” 


Meanwhile, the years are spent poverty reminiscent 
Gorky and Tolstoy. Befriended the ancient Pro- 
fessor Bushko, inventor broken the wheel 
bureaucratic duplicity, Lopatkin shares his “inventor’s 
diet” black bread, salt, and fish oil. The old man 
serves kind chorus for this tragic hero. in- 
creasing interest for Lopatkin shown Drozdov’s 
wife, Nadia. Before long, she sacrifices everything 
help him, without his realization her increasing love, 
somuch concerned with his invention and the 
intrigues officialdom. 


not difficult cull from Lopatkin’s conversations 
and musings some the block-busters criticism that 
seem unsettling his Soviet superiors, e.g., all 
these scientists are still riding along the technical 
methods the day before yesterday. Like the silk- 
worm, they spin cocoons for themselves out their 
own spittle. And these people who force such 
disgrace us. It’s monopoly. They not allow 
any leaps forward, only gradual, scarcely perceptible 
ascent. And they strike everyone who thinks differ- 
ently.” Judging from recent technological develop- 
ments Russia, this indeed unfair generalization. 
Inventor Lopatkin suffering not much because 
selfish, insecure, dissembling fellow communists 
from being simply member human 
ventors can and frequently meet with similar treat- 
ment democracies also. 


the title implies, even the thirty-eight year old 
author, raised during godless era, man lives other 
and more subtle things than bread. Lopatkin’s case, 
hope, irrational and unyielding hope, leads him 
his successive punishments; even unjust prison term 
Siberia cannot shake him. His hope seems some- 
times shallow desire vindicated, but this 
novel unrolls, the thirst for integrity looms larger. 


tells one his confidants, “It impossible destroy 
those who think differently—they are needed, just 


conscience needed.” 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Salle College, 
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvanig 


Grinioff, Tale Whistling Shrimp 
Dutton. Oct. 257p. $3.50. 


“We will abandon communism when the shrimp learns 
whistle.” Thus spake Nikita Khrushchev 1955 
with the voice, not precisely the body Zarathustra, 
While the de-historization Stalin was still the 
planning stages and Molotov did not yet know how 
capable was the administration “virgin” 
tories, the Soviet bourgeoisie had begun see itself 
more and more like the long tailed marine crustacean, 
genus Crangon vulgaris. Surprisingly, while panting 
keep pace with their own history, they may have just 
happened blow their decapods. For the sound 
they made was shrill—a whistle and 
Malenkov were. Now suddenly, they not only are not, 
but were not. this pleasant satire the plight 
the Russian bourgeoisie, are warned that “fiction 
has way becoming reality the Soviet Union.” 
Tale Whistling Shrimp tells one family’s hilari- 
ous efforts cope with “the truth about the incredible.” 


Taras Tarasovich Popugaev happy little fat banker, 
loyal the Party, undeviating his adherence the 
devious involutions the Party Line. happy, 
that is, until his beloved daughter, Simochka (tender 
diminutive for Serafima), accused making “socially 
dangerous” statements the University. TT, Taras 
Tarasovich called, leaps the conclusion that “they” 
are out “get” him attacking his daughter. save 
(his wife Marija Mitrofanovna), and Simochka 
from Siberia, sets out buy off the investigation and 
its certain ruin. 


Before knows it, his piano moved the house 
Lobzik, bookkeeper the Party Organization TT’s 
bank. Lobzik needs the piano for his shot-putting 
daughter, Manya, whom wants “to her duty be- 
fore the Party and develop her musical 
not Party member but wears his wife’s medal 
for prolific childbearing: “She wears the laundry 
and wear here.” also wears his son’s 
washing medal won pioneer camp: “He gave 
me. How could deny him?” 


TT’s television goes Comrade Slupski, the officer 
who clears the bank’s checks. Slupski has breath 
befouled corrupting false teeth. speaks mostly 
whispers and his approach enough desiccate the 
lung tissues any hapless listener. Popov gets priority 
loan for machinery which money intends 
use build race track. This old hat Popov who 
turned allotment copper tubing for his mines into 
some really fine black market samovars. “Everybody 
has sell something the side make some money 
know shipyard director who stays out Siberia 
making beds out steampipes.” 


Colonel Baraban the Secret Police gets TT’s stallion. 
Yuri the Jurist, secretary the Communist Youth Or- 
ganization the University, lays his dirty hands 
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Pushkin first published poems, rare edition Tolstoy, 
portable typewriter. Gasov takes TT’s sofa. Thus, 
having closed all the gaps with his home town Organi- 
off buy more influence Moscow. 
This costs him only his dacha, the country villa that 
goes Ashkabelli’s crazy wife. 


female psychiatrist from Leningrad called write 
for Simochka, gets more money from TT, 
while other gifts coal and English cloth put him 
the near edge financial disaster. The dreadful end 
averted Kozlenko, aide Colonel Bara- 
ban. Kozlenko ex-army officer who joined 
with the secret police save his “companion life,” 
former princess whom does not publicly marry 
order keep her name off the official records. 


After dizzy scene with the secret police and some 
dialogue with old time Bolshevik Mammy 
Hokum named Zipkina,, Simochka re-instated love 
for Kozlenko’s son, Fedya. The race track turns out 
huge success, praised VIP from Moscow. 
Even Manya, the Amazon takes over Popov’s nose- 
dripping son. The “gifts” come back and every- 


body happy. 
This book makes for some cleverly written adult fun. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Simmons, Herbert Corner Boy 
Houghton, Mifflin. 266p. $3.50. 

This novel was judged worthy the Houghton, Mifflin 
Fellowship Award for 1957. Its setting midwestern 
big city, which could St. Louis, the home the 
author. The locale down-at-the-heels slum the 
negro quarter. The time the present. The cast 
characters composed teen-age negro boys and girls, 
some still high school and others recently graduated. 
The atmosphere sordid. The dialogue, people and 
action are brutish. The story relates what happened 
the protagonist, (no hero he), the course his 
year and sundry his acquaintances and 
friends. 


his eighteenth birthday Jake Adams, the central 
figure the story, had already earned certain dubious 
distinctions. had graduated from high school. 
had been president the Termites, neighborhood 
gang, which under his leadership had proved them- 
selves more than match for any their nearby rivals. 
Part his prowess had been put bullet the lung 
member another gang. had acquired the 
secret habit smoking marihuana, reputation for 
being bad and air “casual tenseness” that made 
him irresistible, seems, among the girls his set 
whom laid siege. 


More than that, the ripe old age eighteen had 
become peddler dope, revelling the protection 
the organization and the lucrative profits the trade. 
This easy money enabled him indulge his tastes for 
flashy clothes, described meticulous detail, juke 
boxes, fast cars, poolrooms, taverns and night clubs. 
His relative affluence raised him notch above his 


Simmons 
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bosom friends, whose stable means livelihood were 
either dexterous pool cue pair crooked dice. 
the beat jungle jazz and haze marihuana 
smoke and alcohol, with which Jake wont temper 
his iron nerves times crisis, the story proceeds 
from episode episode. From the pool table the 
dicing game, from streetcorner conversations the 
vulgar argot juvenile delinquents gang wars 
bestial brutality, from one casual mating another, 
these teenagers stumble along the road degeneration 
like puppets string, unmoved reason, conscience 
will. 

Least moved all, Jake goes his pitiless way, betraying 
without exception his friends, male female, when- 
ever the impulse the moment proves stronger than 
the brittle thread loyalty that binds him. Save for 
one two decent gestures into which lapses, 
deals out disaster any life touches. Finally, 
through traffic accident, which discloses his illicit 
possession drugs, runs afoul the police and 
sentenced three years. the close the book 
faces the prospect prison, unmoved, without remorse, 
and thoroughly convinced that after the expiration 
his sentence only two goals life remain for him— 
fast money from the drug traffic and women. 

This sad and depressing book, episodic action, 
written sensuous prose, studded with purple 
patches here and there, and beaten out staccato sen- 
tences that grow tiresome for want suppleness and 
variety structure. The style the hardboiled, 
highly selective school realism that concentrates 
intently upon sensual and superficial facts that leaves 
its faceless men and women hollow shells, without 
meaning personality. Even the slums the negro 
retains his great human qualities. 

Perhaps this bit fictionalized sociology with its amoral 
and irreligious atmosphere might alert the discriminat- 
ing adult the gravity the problem lurking our 
colored slums even interest one-sided case 
history the professional sociologist. But for those 
who read for pleasure and husband their time, this 


not their book. 
Edward Jacklin, S.J., 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Trevino, Elizabeth (Borton) Even You Love 
Crowell. Oct. 242p. $3.50. 

This Catholic Book Club choice for November dis- 
appointing. The book jacket describes Mrs. 
and amateur musician”; the adjective, 
think, misplaced. Even You Love reveals her 
amateur novelist, and even more amateur 
student human nature. 

the book opens, find Ann Colton flying 
Mexico. She running away from her husband, Peter, 
because she feels doesn’t need her; and she head- 
ing for the comforting arms her half-sister, Snow, 
who has always been her solace. Snow married 
prosperous Mexican and Ann sure she will find peace 
their happy home. 

But things are not all she anticipates. Everyone the 
home Bernard Rosales Luna has problems his 
own, and Ann arrives share and help solve them. 
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Snow poor health after series unsuccessful 
pregnancies, and half way through the book con- 
fined bed order save the present one. Bernie 
shares what presented the normal Mexican man’s 
necessity for other women, although loves only his 
wife. The children, two sons and daughter, have 
their own adolescent and childish problems ranging 
from hatred Americans early-budding religious 
vocation. brother, Gregorio, who lives with 
the family has left the seminary and almost turned his 
back religion because feels himself unworthy 
priest. Aunt Chloe religious mystic who goes 
about dressed black and doing good because her 
vocation was thwarted when she was girl. Even the 
minor doctor who tends Snow, his 
other patients, the servants the house, the friends 
family—are all publicly wrestling with serious prob- 
ems. 


would take quite accomplished novelist weave 
all these elements into plausible story. But there 
subtlety, finesse, Mrs. Trevifio’s handling 
her subject. seems that the characters stiffly march 
the center the stage and quite stilted dialog 
unfold their problems Ann’s convenient ear. Some 
time later all problems are happily solved. Ann ob- 
serves all these things, and does some superficial medi- 
tating the great issues Catholicism and vocations, 
love and marriage, unselfishness and even death. But 
the book meant show the maturation Ann, 
prove that girl can grapple with difficult situation 
and let this make woman her, the book Her 
own problem solved when Peter comes take Ann 
home: realizes that their married life has not been 
all that should and now ready make new 
start Ann-centered life. And this, the reader 
might observe, would have been all that would have 
taken page one the novel. 


Mrs. Trevifio herself married Mexican. One 
suspects that much this novel based her own 
experience. One would expect also that she would 
handle the Mexican atmosphere the book quite satis- 
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factorily, but again the reader 
for the generous sprinkling Spanish names, and the 
inclusion such little facts that the breakfast 
are served with chili sauce, the novel might set any. 
where. This probably because the author trying 
prove that there actually isn’t much difference be. 
tween Mexicans and Americans. theme, 
thrown into already overloaded story, doesn’t come 
any better than the rest. 

That this book Catholic Book Club choice assures 
tunate that does not also assure that 
able literary standards. 


Joan Lonergan, 
Catholic University Ameria, 
Washington, 


Powell, Dawn Cage Lovers 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 178p. $3.00. 

The story Tina Drummond’s efforts escape the 
almost tangible bars that imprison her is, way, 
rather remarkable. Tina, breaking away from the affec. 
tionate and over-protective possessiveness the nev 
rotic spinster whom she companion, flees Paris, 
She discovers that, though she has achieved freedom, 
she is, nevertheless, constantly accompanied those 
whom she seeks escape. Her employer, Miss Lesley; 
Gordon, the chauffeur, who mocked and criticized her, 
her mother, who had encouraged her accept the 
luxurious life her employment offered; John Lesley, the 
fair-haired cousin and heir-apparent—these all are with 
her she tries find herself individual. 
matter what Tina attempts, the voice Miss Lesley 
with its loving, guarding and suffocating warnings seems 
always present. Presently Miss Lesley appears the 
flesh. There scene. Miss Lesley suffers slight 
stroke. John Lesley appears the opportune moment 
give medical aid his cousin. The love affair that 
never quite existed between Tina and John ignites brief- 
ly, (and from this reader’s point view, somewhat 
illogically), then seen more, which, John Lesley 
already married, just well. Tina returns New 
York with Miss Lesley resume life before, appar- 
ently realizing now that the cage does not exist. The 
chauffeur Gordon, love with Tina from the start, 
makes clear his plans and hopes for the future. The 
happiness without confusion that Tina sought appears 
certain. 

This really very brief novel, 178 pages. Miss 
Powell’s style graceful and smooth. Character 
ation sharp but unobtrusive; the characters emerge 
gradually but clearly from somewhat confusing be- 
ginning. The story remarkable that such degree 
clarity achieved few pages. This reading 
for those who like pry into the minds others, with- 
out becoming personally involved. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Farris, Jack Man Ride With 
Lippincott. Oct. 30,1957. 223p. $3.50. 


“Man made live and work until his time out; 
the trick living know that life takes away 
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ever gives, that what gives happiness one moment 
brings sadness the next; that whoever made the world 
made that way, and that’s the way is.” 


Such the basic philosophy Chad Walters, son 
Indian maiden and white man, who raised him 
infancy after his mother died. Nothing told 
his life until returns Chekow County river 
thirty, take over the farm his father had 
left him. the meantime low, rough class, called 
“Gumbo Rats” the neighboring farmers, had settled 
along the river and family five, father, three sons 
and daughter, had taken over Chad’s farm. 


Will Kelly, the land agent restores Chad his farm, 
and the feud between Chad and the Gumbo Rats on. 
Emma, the daughter marries Chad and outcast 
far family and friends are concerned; her sole 
companionship her husband, strong and silent, 
but tender and full love for her. Drought and flood 
are accepted Chad, but takes him longer bring 
Emma acceptance, when her son born dead, her 
brothers move away and her father dies alone. There 
are times happiness another son grows his teens, 
then tragedy strikes again and Chad unable tell 
Emma his great sorrow, can share hers. 

Will Kelly, who has remained their only friend through 
the years, convinces her, she ready town, 
that Chad truly man ride with.” 

Jack Farris has portrayed outstanding character, such 
settled and built our country spread westward. 
His depth perception spreads the other people 
his story and though the reader may resent intruding 
the inner thoughts the characters, the author 
makes them live through joy and sorrow. 

The story may not appeal all, but can recom- 
mended all for content and language. 


John Cullen, A.B., LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Walter 


Though all the vehemence this novel neatly put 
into the third person—is voiced, therefore, char- 
acters and not the author—Walter O’Meara’s almost 
savage indignation toward the thirteenth-century Chil- 
dren’s Crusade quite evident. has his central 
character follow the line that crusade search 
the daughter friend and through this hero’s eyes 
the reader sees the terrible sadness that the strange 
march brought Europe. Though does seem 
times that Mr. O’Meara exaggerating—he insists con- 
that many the female marchers became pros- 
and advances few choice examples for con- 
tells his story with obvious sym- 
pathy that heightens the vividness the account. 
fact, had yielded himself little more completely 
his material might have turned out work that 
would have won wide acclaim its sheer strength and 
integrity. But has been caught the web 
formula; fashion says the moment, has said 
intervals since the thirteenth century, that historical 
must give prominence undressed women 


succeed. Mr. O’Meara gives them plenty 
Prominence. 


The Cross 
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The beginning the book is, wearyingly, all formula. 
Sir Hugh wounded and carried castle; the maid 
who attends him most attractive, loves him, and will 
obviously soon commit fornication with him; she does. 
The lady the house is, from the start, obviously bent 
committing adultery with him; she does. And after 
Hugh leaves this castle, there are other 
Europe his day with damsels search 
erotic experience and this chap irresistible. And 
quite Catholic, too; his way from the boudoir 
Spanish trollop living Italy stops church 
and has revelation. that type book. 


sad that the abundance this sort nonsense has 
spoiled the novel because the author has mastered the 
age and made live. Hugh follows the line march 
that part the Children’s Crusade which originated 
Germany and goes along through Europe, in- 
cident after incident rings true enough make the 
reader feel that inside the life the thirteenth 
century. The quest the knight does become little 
but is, the whole, made very real. 
The knight almost incredibly intrepid and practically 
invincible but pleasant ride with for all that. This 
novel would well worth reading for the sake going 
through medieval Europe with Sir Hugh and, especial- 
ly, for the poignant picture the children’s suffering 
that grows and sharpens the book progresses, were 
not for the insistent emphasis sex these pages. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Deal, Borden 
Scribner. Oct. 24,1957. 433p. $4.50. 


This the story how the Tennessee Valley Authority 
and sex combined play havoc with the quiet life 
particular cove. The owner the cove was Matthew 
Dunbar, sturdy farmer who had inherited the land 
and meant keep it, despite the fact that the govern- 
ment was threatening flood his farm with the waters 
from the big new dam. was argued with, pleaded 
with, fought with young TVA engineer, all 
avail; gave only when the forces combined against 
him grew too strong and took away practically his 
whole The thrill building and big salaries 
lured one son the TVA; the TVA and sex combined 
take away daughter-in-law and another son, her 
husband, who went after her; the TVA and the young 
engineer that brought into her life weakened the 
loyalty the elder daughter; and the TVA blasters 
caused the death the youngest son was his 
way assignation. Matthew waged stubborn 
battle out his blind loyalty the soil which was 
never owned anybody but members the Dunbar 
family; gave only when all his struggle began 
meaningless and new virgin soil was found for 
im. 


Dunbar’s Cove 


Public power way the hero this story, but 
not contest with private power; rather, the duel 
between the government and the individual and the 
instance one which the government feels that for 
the general good must oppose the otherwise legitimate 
claims the individual. There minimizing 
the hurt that comes the best people when progress 
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uproots them. Mr. Deal makes out very good case 
for Matthew Dunbar and does the concrete 
way the novelist—he shows the life the farmer 
and the loyalties that are one the brightest facets 
the farmer’s character. For the engineer, however, the 
TVA kindly, powerful god; matter fact, his 
faith the TVA the only faith has. The agency 
gentle but irresistible moves toward the common 
good; takes great interest Matthew and gives him 
every consideration, but must have its provident way. 


Despite his thesis, the novelist manages remember 
that his primary task tell story. little 
weak his use visual imagery and consequently his 
people become shadowy; then, since they are typical, 
hard keep them mind personalities rather 
than ideas. Yet there human story this novel 
and interesting one. unfortunate that the 
sheer animalism many the characters—Matthew’s 
daughter the only one for whom sex has any rele- 
vance morality—plays large part the book. 
little more moral consciousness and sense 
decency narration would have improved the novel 


considerably. 
William Hill, 


Carney, Otis When the Bough Breaks 
Houghton, Mifflin. 369p. $4.50. 


Suburbia not just place live but way life. 
well-to-do community like Crystal Rock, (in cen- 
tral Ohio), the routine undeviating the cloister. 
Life centers about the country club from early March 
until late October when the season ends with the tour- 
nament and the autumn ball. Although golf the 
chief object suburban devotion means the 
only one. The athletic club takes one two evenings 
each week the winter season. The poker club, skat- 
ing club, Republican club, luncheon club, hunt club— 
all these involve the men the colony kind 
happy servitude. The wives sometimes revolt against 
this invasion family life, but more often they submit 
peacefully and simply give themselves the ladies’ 
clubs. 

Just what meaning author Otis Carney wishes con- 
vey not clear. young man wishes make his own 
way the world, and will not avail himself 
the opportunities his father’s toil has provided. 
enters mammoth corporation where competes with 
other young men for preferment. works hard but 
the big job always eludes him. not quick-witted, 
bold spectacular. loyal, honest and sincere. 
Finding that suburban life only extension busi- 
ness life persuades himself that association with suc- 
cessful men itself success and kind security. His 
wife knows that deceives himself and she leads him 
away from all. 


Perhaps the fault the book that attempts too 
big business especially regards the utilization men 
the Organization. For another thing this novel ex- 
poses the Philistinism exclusive suburban com- 
munity. Crystal Rock sport business and com- 
radeship substitute for family life. For third theme 
the author delves into the psychology success. Here 


Carney McGivern Asimov 


Best 
clude that security appeals only the slave mentality Doubled 
and that free spirit ever seriously desired it. Followit 
sentiment quoted from e.e. cummings and appears Mighty 
the flyleaf the book. author 
All all this novel Otis Carney has much recom. surely 
mend though many readers will wonder what it’s 
about. The moment illumination one comes ex. 
pect when reading through work fiction 
seems arrive. military 
There are some few indelicate passages but with this 
the work can recommended mature 
readers. 

Rev. James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 
enou 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 14,1957. 274p. $3.50. 
Mr. McGivern apparently trying say something 
here about the brotherhood man, and how white 
man and Negro can overcome the bitterest prejudice 
when they are allied common cause. 
ately, tries extract this noble sentiment from 
essentially cops-and-robbers story told somewhat (Va 
sloppy and shoddy prose, which his people are totally 
lacking depth. The closest comes real char battl 
acter study Earl Slater, the “hero” the 
confused personality who found his only real happines 
under the rigors army discipline; but even this char 
acterization breaks down inconsistency conform 
the routine plot. his 
And course would easy matter for the most 
skilled writers suggest that out participation 
which are supposed suffuse Slater the book’s end 
true that the Negro does behave almost noble 
way, certainly above and beyond the call duty, but 
real live human being, spite some Mr. 
Givern’s touchings-up here and there. 
Actually, for cops-and-robbers yarn, this pretty Lexingt 
dull book, laughably stereotyped spots, (the acters 
lovely daughter who catches the eye the visiting 
FBI man who has been called the job, for 
ample). And can’t imagine intelligent bank robber 
planning, weeks advance, robbery involving split 
second getaway automobile, for Pennsylvania town 
the snow-and-ice season; they deserved everythin: 
they got! Sapp, Phy 
Anita Monsees, londervan. 
Ithaca, New York Giar 
the evil 
Doubleday. Oct. 192p. $2.95. the 
modern genre, who accomplished biochemist The impor 
his own right, excellent example what cank this failure, 
done this field. Initiates will read avidly; the welco 
initiate might well interested. Suitable for 
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Kane, Harnett The Gallant Mrs. Stonewall 
Doubleday. 320p. $3.95. 


following closely upon the publication 
Mighty Stonewall, this historical novel competent 
might well serve companion volume. For 
surely answers the query, “What was Mrs. ‘Stone- 
like?” Mary Anna Morrison North Carolina 
emerges from the pages this history-novel the 
perfect complement the dour, lemon-sucking 
genius whom Lee called “my right arm”; and, 
Mr. Kane has made Thomas Jackson 
much less dour and has placed the lemon-sucking 
quite understandable perspective. The lady 
herself, who was Jackson’s second wife, the gen- 
aal accident, married him through the intervention 
(the death his first wife, Ellen Judkin), 
and was separated through the tragic, accidental shoot- 
ing Jackson his own Confederate troops, (irionical- 
enough, North Carolina Infantry), Chancellors- 
the spring 1863.” 


quiet sort book, this, filled with all the in- 
husband-wife relationship, tale poignant- 
told the author, filled with anecdotes and settings 
which masterfully portray the personalities both 
hero and heroine. The life Anna Morrison nar- 
rated from her first visit her sister Isabell Lexing- 
ton, (Va.), 1853, until that fateful moment the 
the Chandler place, near the bloody Wilder- 
ness battlefield 1863, where she, like many wives 
and mothers both blue and gray, watched her man 
over the river rest under the shade 
the 


his telling the Jackson-Morrison romance, Mr. 
Kane’s volume suffers times from verbiage and senti- 
mentality. excellent portraying the lighter 
their family life, but overindulges when de- 
the almost overwhelming grief Mrs. Jackson 
upon the loss their first-born, Mary, well 
her the perception that the Confederate 
cause seemed lost early personages, 
like Lee, “Sandie” Pendleton, Hill, appear 
pages along with common-placed folk such 
Hetty, Laura (the general’s sister), and the townsfolk 
Lexington. The style quite readable, the char- 
life-like, and the story worth while. 


Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Sapp, Phyllis Woodruff 


Small Giant the story young lawyer’s victory over 
the evil forces entrenched his home-town politics. 
But the author, Phyllis Woodruff Sapp, has failed 
story reality and vitality worthy this im- 
portant theme, though there should some interest 
for unsophisticated readers who will interested pri- 
marily the theme good winning out over evil. 


Small Giant 


The importance the theme justifies analysis 
this failure, for success this type story would 


most welcome. answer seems lie, least 
part, the lack accurate detail character por- 


Kane Sapp McCormick Ness 
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trayal, action and description. The story neither 
poetic imagery nor accurate small detail. fact 
singularly lacking descriptive passages and much 
too often vague and obscure about the details the 
plot. The hero the story, Phil Sanders, tries hard 
grow out his naivete and often berates himself for 
his traits youthfulness. However, his friend, Jane 
Lawson, daughter the district attorney whom Phil 
employed, calls him “knight shining armor un- 
afraid the face danger.” 


This novel, though won the first prize the Fifth 
International Christian Fiction Contest sponsored 
the publisher, would not satisfy the sophistication 
the average newspaper reader. is, however, suitable 


for general reading. 
Hilda Toye Meyer, Librarian, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


McCormick, Theodora The Leve Fingin O’Lea 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Sept. 346p. $4.50. 


The “Troubles Fingin O’Lea” might less mis- 
leading title for the reader. Truly, this proper 
love worthy stout Irishman the twentieth cen- 
tury, any other period Irish history lore. The 
whole novel does not make for easy reading and the 
going becomes tedious and seems even repetitious. 
Fingin preoccupied with his concern and interest 
medicine, suffers brutality and jealousy from his not- 
too-real realistic brother, makes feint falling 
love with the beautiful but unconvincing Cairen, (who 
marries one Fingin’s good friends), and plods through 
the story heavy, blundering way with positive 
bent for trouble. Indeed, the authoress, (knowingly 
not), does not portray Fingin being overly bright. 
Mention made the courts Eleanor Aquitaine 
and Henry II; but these scenes enter very little into 
the story; whereas there does enter entirely too much 
detailed gore, slaughter, and not little cursing and 
swearing. not that such much offensive 
morally, but rather that one gets the impression the 
old “patches purple” and wonders just why and 
what these passages lend the tale, all. me, 
least, The Love Fingin O’Lea singularly disap- 
pointing book. But that, the fella says, one man’s 
opinion only; and others may well disagree with it. 


David Burke, 
Gonzaga High School, 
Washington, 


Ness, Eliot, with Oscar Fraley The Untouchables 
Messner. Sept. 23,1957. 256p. $3.95. 


There one story that never fails inspiring, wher- 
ever happens history, and that when reign 
arrogant brutality defeated and overthrown 
small group valiant incorruptibles. When the late 
Capone had his pudgy hands firmly around the 
throat Chicago 1929, most the opposition was 
either bribed, dead, frightened being dead. The 
national catastrophe prohibition was providing the 
Capone syndicate with fabulous income $25,- 
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000,000 annually, and there was enough left over 
make 3,000 Chicago police and 300 federal prohibition 
agents Capone-blind. This vast, sinister empire, estab- 
lished perhaps the most notorious public corruption 
American history, was toppled honest cops. 
This book tells how they did it. 


The “untouchables,” who were capable flipping 
bribes back into the faces tough Mafia gunmen, were 
organized and led Eliot Ness, muscular, 26-year-old 
Business Administration graduate the University 
Chicago. His team federal liquor enforcers was re- 
cruited from all over the country: all under 30, they 
were selected for honesty, ability, muscle, 
cialized talents, like wiretapping and shadowing. Their 
job was formidable: take Chicago, which was run- 
ning soaking wet with Capone beer and more than 
2000 speakeasies the height Prohibition, and make 
dry Baptist church-supper Kansas. They also 
hoped dry the syndicate’s staggering profits, and 
with the elaborate network “kept” public servants. 


wonder this story has not been done before, be- 
cause has all the elements exciting cops-and-robbers 
narrative: daring nocturnal raids stills and under- 
cover breweries; brushes with death the hands 
dapper Sicilian executioners; attempted retaliations in- 
volving friends, fiancée, and family; and close-up looks 
the scar-faced “Mr. whose talents business- 
man were surpassed only his ruthless cruelty. 


This largely epic recounting the considerable 
heroics Mr. Ness, who went solid achievements 
police work, government, and business before his 
sudden death May this year. The writing, how- 
ever, appears primarily the work Mr. Fraley, popu- 
lar sportswriter who just not the man have tackled 
the job. The prose strictly out the latest hand- 
book “How Write Saleable Fiction,” and readers 
searching for anything more penetrating than tele- 
vision mystery series will disappointed. The facts 
carry their own weight, however, and once Mr. Fraley 
determinedly overcomes the obstacle getting started 
(about third the way through), his straightforward 
narrative hard lay aside. 


One impression undeniably strong, and somewhat 
frightening: that Capone and his hoodlums could have 
gained such complete power over major American 
city, and less than years ago. For not true 
that every man has his price, Capone certainly proved 
that many men do, and that many other men are 
cowards, and that modern American populace will 
submit almost indifferently the facto rule 
calculating monster. For this cocksure delinquent, be- 
hind his big-tipping, business-suit facade, was capable 
ordering death other men order eggs for breakfast: 
the destruction human beings Mafia-style, with the 
one-way ride, the bullet the head, the emasculated 
body the roadside ditch. was also capable 
personally bludgeoning helpless, surrounded rivals 
death with baseball bat. 


That such evil recently controlled part America 
indeed frightening. But the refreshing thing about 
the Ness story the overwhelming triumph group 
all-American boys, united love decency and 
derring-do that one often fears, moments de- 


Best 


pression, died with the kind hero Errol Flynn 
the films our childhood. 


James, Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Holroyd, Stuart Emergence from Chaos 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 24,1957. 224p. $4.00. 

Ever since Matthew Arnold decided that poetry could 
replace religion have been accosted critics who 
have evaluated literary achievement the pious terms 
hagiology. When that done, what will, the 
critic remains open misunderstanding for the 
nearly always hour glass evaluation which 
wealth adjectives heaped upon residue sand 
the bottom cone made apply the spiritual 
vacuum the upper cone. Mental talents are equated 
spiritual gifts. Because this the technique used 
Stuart Holroyd’s Emergence from Chaos, the 
standing here also. The nervous symptoms 
tive activity are indexed spiritual search. 


However his evaluation six major poets hones 
enough and his critical acumen good even when his 
terminology confusing. Sample these for flavor: “The 
god Dylan Thomas wholly immanent, felt along 
the bloodstream the sexual organs, buried the 
unconscious.” (p. 81) “Walt Whitman’s idea diety 
was neither theistic nor pantheistic, but 
phic. Man was his God.” (p. 103) “Yeats’s life was 
indeed waiting and preparation for something which 
never transpired, and that something was religious 
experience, vision called it....” (p. finds 
Rimbaud kind inverted ascetic seeking purifica- 
tion through experience evil.” (p. 141) And notes 
that Rilke “all his major ideas have the common 
object leading man back into himself.” (p. 167) 
sees Eliot “as saintly man rather than poet... 
his poetry served means his end self 
tion, instrument through which conduct his 
internal debate.” (p. 193) 


Though Stuart Holroyd just 24, the book well 
written and his chapter Yeats good 
tion his career anything know. However 
the six chosen are examples “poets and thinkers 
recent generations who have indicated the way that 
must followed the man who does not intend 
submerged the conflict the blind and imper 
sonal ‘isms’,” then the validity his observations 
limited the intent which has been diverted. 
His own thinking, like that the writers chosen, has 
not emerged out chaos far enough yet con 
sidered mature exploration the religious 
ence. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Lewis, Wyndham Doctor Rabelais 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 11,1957. 274p. $4.00. 

After many studies Rabelais, Wyndham 
Lewis has been able unearth new material for his 
analysis the outstanding French humorous 
Dr. Rabelais, the author shows the error accepting 
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the judgments past critics. Many these 
have considered the Gargatua books almost exact 
its author. means contemporary 
documents and constant references Rabelais’ 
works, Lewis endeavors show the true Rabelais and 
explain the many episodes which evidently reflect 
the author’s life. These episodes are not 
exact reproductions, some seem think; but rather 
set forth with Rabelaisian humor 
which, the critic admits, too raw times. Thus 
when explaining the monk’s departure from the Fran- 
the author takes note the factors religious 
life that would affect man like Rabelais. does not 
lay the blame inconsiderate superior. has 
documented his findings and although he, like other 
biographers, has found many lacunae the life the 
roving friar, Lewis has certainly succeeded present- 
ing Rabelais serious student, scandalous rather 
times, but withal anxious absolved 
the Pope the supplicatio the Vatican archives tes- 
Rabelais not the careless, drunken buffoon 
frequently depicted certain critics anxious bring 
upon the Church. this connection, Lewis 
points out and justly that essential truths the 
Catholic Church are “anywhere attacked Dr. Rabe- 
matter fact, his books have never been 
put the Index. 


Dr. Rabelais study that every teacher French 
literature will appreciate. furnishes helpful inter- 
pretations the four books Gargantua and Panta- 
and successfully evokes the feelings the times 
Rabelais roamed about the important cities 
France search much learning. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisian 


Daninos, Pierre Secret Major Thompson 
Knopf. 272p. $3.50. 

What one would like discover, after reading this and 
its predecessor, The Notebooks Major Thompson, 
(cf. Best Sellers, Oct. 1955), the secret Pierre 
Daninos, who can shrewdly and genially expose the 
foibles and fatuities British and American and 
French. pretends, this Parisian, that the 
bowler-hatted, mustachioed, ruddy faced old India 
hand, complete with furled umbrella and attache case 
and the appropriate name Marmaduke, married 
acharming French wife and living, albeit reluctantly 
deference his wife’s prejudice against English 
weather and domestic austerity, France. And, for 
the purposes this sequel his previous delightful 
double-exposure British and French attitudes and 
customs, eccentricities and enthusiasms, now pretends 
that he, Major Thompson, accompanying himself, 
Daninos, together with another Frenchman 
contrasting nature, one Pochet, trip England 
and thence America. 


With great good humor and accuracy observation 
that times almost embarrassing, Daninos man- 
ages make laugh with him laughs us. 
ince the translation from the French credited 


Marmaduke Thompson, D.S.O., O.B.E., 


less), one must suppose that Daninos per- 
fectly home English well French. Walter 
Goetz has illustrated the beautifully printed, slightly 
outsize volume with skillful line drawings. 
The whole book good fun for everyone. And instruc- 
tive, too. 


Preminger, Marion Mill All Want Everything 
Funk Wagnalls. Oct. 23,1957. 328p. $3.95. 


This excellent book for those who like autobiog- 
raphy. Mrs. Preminger’s story provides the reader with 
variety fascinating experiences, well told. She was 
born Hungarian nobility and the first part her 
book charming account the happy, pre-war life 
aristocratic European family. Next, have 
glimpse Vienna and Marion’s admission, did not 
grow up, got married instead.” After this unhappy 
marriage and the suicide her beloved father, the 
book changes pace and fly around New York, 
Paris, Hollywood, another unhappy marriage and, final- 
ly, dedication Dr. Albert Schweitzer’s “reverence 
for life” philosophy. 
The story embellished with delightful fairy-tales; 
anecdotes about famous people such Thornton 
Wilder, Dali, Einstein, Max Reinhardt, Lady 
and with quotations heading each chapter. Significant- 
the last chapter headed with quotation from 
Schweitzer’s Out Life and Thought: 

“It only through love that can attain communion 

with God. All living knowledge Him rests upon this 


foundation, that experience Him our lives will 


While the undertones this book are serious, the style 
lucid, witty and fast moving. feel the author has 
not recorded her deepest feelings. Her two childless 
marriages are written off very lightly and looks 
though she just “fell” into dedicated life. Mrs. 
Preminger closes the book the time her visit 
the tomb Charles Foucauld. hope she will write 
new one, beginning there and telling more. 


Mrs. Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Roberts, Kenneth Water Unlimited 
Doubleday. Oct. 24,1957. 285p. $3.95. 


Water Unlimited the title corporation Mr. 
Roberts helped set direct and develop Henry 
Gross’ amazing ability find water with dowsing rod. 
The late and great novelist early America, (Arundel, 
Rabble Arms, Oliver Wiswell, Lydia Bailey, etc.), 
uses the title for his third (and last) book defense 
dowsing practiced those who know what they 
are doing, (as against the large number who think they 
know). The array evidence Mr. Gross’ skill 
substantial enough overwhelming. What makes 
this book special value those who admire Mr. 
Roberts’ novels the picture get him free- 
swinging, battling mood, confidently calling critics 
Henry Gross’ dowsing ability prejudiced nincompoops 
and malicious scoffers. consistently interesting 
series accounts discoveries water where, often, 
was believed there could none. And action 
portrait Mr. Roberts himself, has added interest. 
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Peattie, Donald Culross Parade With Banners 
World. Oct. 31,1957. 251p. $3.50. 


Mr. Peattie has collected nineteen articles previously 
published magazines, (mostly The Reader’s 
Digest), and revised them somewhat, and tied them 
together book form under pretext replying his 
son’s plea from Cambodia where working with 
the Office Information, for better understand- 
ing among our own citizens our purposes and our 
traditions. Skillfully, Mr. Peattie makes fresh and 
interesting the account the building Washington, 
C., the significance the major buildings the 
Capitol, and retells stories the West, Indian 
raiders, the Serra mission chain, Lotta Crabtree 
and the Gold Rush. Inspiring and pleasant reading 
this makes for every one, young and old. 


Slenczynska, Ruth and Louis Biancolli 
Forbidden Childhood 


Doubleday. Oct. 24,1957. 263p. $3.95. 


Josef Slenczynski was violinist and was not 
great violinist, (he was not), was bound would 
make his child great musician. That his child was 
girl and that she was become under his constant 
tutelage musical prodigy pianist the age 
four, considered his success and blessing. What his 
strict regime discipline did the child freezing 
her emotional development, making her auto- 
maton energized reverential fear, never seemed 
occur him worth considering. That his domi- 
nation over her almost ruined her life well her 
career musician Miss Slenczynska makes cruelly 
clear. After lapse some years, pleasant 
report that the former prodigy has recently returned 
the concert stage hailed one the greatest modern 
interpreters the piano. This instructive and 
absorbingly interesting autobiography. 


Linkletter, Art Kids Say the Darnedest Things 
Prentice-Hall. 198p. $2.95. 

The garrulous host the CBS Network “house Party” 
(on radio and TV) has assembled some the devasta- 
tingly truthful, sometimes misleading statements the 
moppets assembles for interview startle audiences 
with answer questions about themselves, their 
families, their schools, their interests. There are some 
real howlers scattered through this volume running 
comment and quip; but there also large dose 
repetitiousness which is, frankly, boring some 
the shows which the kids appear. are 
appropriately done Charles Schulz, and Walt 
Disney introduces the whole shebang. 


Milne, The World Pooh 
Dutton. Oct. 314p. $3.95. 

Two the favorite books about Edward Bear, known 
better companion extraordinary 
small Christopher Robin, are here put together with 
new illustrations color the original illustrator 
the first publication the books, Shepard. 
Winnie-the-Pooh and The House Pooh Corner seem 
ageless their ability charm youngsters successive 


generations. This should welcome gift for 
who still know the value “reading out loud 
beguile the twilight hours before sleep, the 
hour. 


Bentley, Nicholas The Pick 
Dutton. Oct. 30,1957. 176p. $4.95. 


Although there more text than cartoons, the 
portion seemed eminently right when 
finished our first run-through. Editor Bentley has don: 
admirably the job selecting for American 
ence, although can hear some inveterate 
grumbling that the English have funny sort 
sensayumer that just isn’t funny. found ever. 
thing quite intelligible and pretty much our dish 
You very likely will, also. Worth keeping 
with Christmas-gift season ahead. 


Nickles, Marione One Moment, Sir! 
Dutton. Oct. 17,1957. 96p. $2.95. 

This selection some the cartoons which have 
appeared The Saturday Evening Post the past 
weeks. Since the average two-to-the-page, there are 
approximately 200 cartoons, which least fify 
percent should yield chuckles the viewer, 
though he/she has already seen them during the cours 
the three years. They are funny without being 
cious, too; which good know when gift-buying. 


Purcell, William Behold 
Hawthorn Books. 160p. $8.95. 

This handsome volume subtitled “Great Stories from 
the Bible and the Masterpieces They Have Inspired’ 
which adequate description the book. 
Purcell has several stories from the Old Testament, 
(The Fall Man, Abraham about sacrifice his son, 
The death the first-born Egypt, Moses the 
Desert, al.); but there are only pages for these 
against the remaining 115 pages the Life 
Appendix “The Bible Art” and 
tary the Color Plates” which there are excel- 
lent full page reproductions, completes the 
work. somewhat expensive but most attractive gift 


book. 


Weeks, Edward and Emily Flint (Editors) Jubilee 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Oct. 28,1957. 746p. $7.50. 

This generous big book gleanings from the page: 
The Atlantic Monthly, celebrating its first hundred 
years publication. contains prose essays, fiction, 
poetry astonishing array writers, indeed, 
practically every writer note America during the 
past hundred years. Editors Weeks and Flint have 
culled material that fresh and have edited for “the 
contemporary reader” assembling their material into 
what they call “galaxies,” some eighteen divisions 
ning from the Civil War years, through the New Eng 
land Renascence, the West, the burgeoning City, 
the World Wars and forecasts the future, with 
tional sections “The Dignity Man,” “The Creative 
Process,” name few. This good, well-balanced 
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and stimulating anthology that can dipped into any- 
where and anytime and found rewarding. item 
consideration Christmas lists, surely. 


Keller, James Day Time 
Hanover House. Oct. 24,1957. 365p. $2.95. 


The author the popular You Can Change the 
World, Government Your Business and other in- 
Christopher publications, Father Keller has 
prepared another series Christopher “thoughts for 
day,” arranged calendar-fashion from January 
through December 31, page day. Each considera- 
often based anecdote news item, con- 
with brief put pointed prayer. good thing 
have the bedside. 


Chavez, Fra Angelico From Altar Screen 
Straus Cudahy. Oct. 25,1957. 119p. $3.75. 


Seven charming stories from the Southwest, fragrant 
smoke and with the simplicity open skies 
and the wonder starry nights, subtly tell the faith 
and virtue and humor the people the mesas and 
desert lands New Mexico from times long past 
the near present. Nearly all them involve appari- 
tions saints; the one exception concerns midnight 
vist from “the Commander the Fire.” Seemingly 
attless, these are very artful tales indeed and deserve 
Paul Horgan’s endorsement. are Peter 


Hurd. 


Barnhart, Clarence (Editor) 
The New Century Handbook English 
Literature 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 1957. 1167p. $12.00. 
information, admirably assembled alpha- 
betic order, listing authors, names (with pro- 
nouncing key), summaries plays and 
novels, and including Irish, Canadian, Australian and 
South African writers well English and Ameri- 
can, this surely will essential item the arsenal 
reference works any student Literature, and 
will necessity for the reference section any 
library, school community. moreover beau- 
tifully printed and bound stand use and wear. Well 
worth the asking price. 


Lamb, Harold Constantinople: Birth Empire 
Knopf. Oct. 21,1957. $5.75. 

Out great store historical research, which 
has devoted most his life writing about the eastern 
Mediterranean countries and beyond, Harold Lamb has 
produced history the era Justinian the Great 
Constantinople which reads easily and is, the main, 
accurate. seems pity that little space has been 
accorded the beginnings the city under its founder 
Constantine the Great and his immediate successors. 
The decline Rome the West, particularly after 
Diocletian had set his center government Nico- 
media and parcelled out the Empire into four geo- 
areas, only sketched. The transfer the 
imperial residence and the senatorial offices, 
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from Rome Byzantium the last years Constan- 
tine, whipped along that monarch’s desire make 
new beginning and establish central seat gov- 
ernment are, course, not too well documented. The 
roots the split between the East and the West 
affected the Church much as, not more than, the 
imperial government. And Constantine and even- 
tually also his city, Constantinople, which served: 
axeman and wedge split the two parts Christen- 
don asunder. But this more than competently 
written book. Mr. Lamb knows how make scenes 
take color and depth, and how make even the stiff 
figures Byzantine mosaics take vitality. 


Conrad, Barnaby Gates Fear 
Barnaby Conrad, himself more than amateur the 
corrida and enthusiastic aficionado the bull ring, 
friend many the great matadors recent years, 
has written here sort historic grand tour the 
great centers bullfighting, lavishly illustrated with 
photographs and drawings. the kind book that 
will delight anyone who finds thrill the exciting 
sport that pits human skill, most formalized finesse, 
against brute strength and fury. bloody and 
dangerous sport, perhaps; animal-lovers find barbaric 
for people gather watch bull killed man 
with rapier, after the bull has been tormented into 
blind madness. The expert will disagree, and find 
the corrida one the highest expressions man’s 
superiority over brute creation. matter which 
side this debate you sit, you will find this account 
thrilling, and the pictures illuminating. The volume 
will make fine gift for man, there one your 
Christmas list for whom you have not yet made 
choice. 


Pitt, Roxane The Courage Fear 
Duell, Sloane Pearce. Sept. 242p. $3.95. 


Roxanne Pitt tells fascinating, fast-moving tale about 
her espionage activities during World War II. She 
begins her story with facts and reminiscences some- 
what fantastic childhood. The daughter Spanish- 
Jewish mother and English father, her early life was 
spent setting wealthy internationalism. This 
seems have been excellent training for her later 
career: she was excellent linguist, she learned 
feel ease unusual situations, and above all, think, 
she never knew the meaning “home.” one time 
she studied dramatics and this, too, was preparation. 


Roxane never consciously trained for espionage service; 
she was rather drawn into through circumstances. 
Paris when the Germans occupied it, she found herself 
alone, broken spirit result two unsuccessful 
marriages, scared death, and with one turn to. 
Quite chance she found wandering the streets 
friend her father who high position British 
Intelligence. gets her job entertaining hospitals 
where she pick information. Little little, 
her assignments become bigger and more important; 
and, the time she finally faces the decision 
whether not she wants spy, she involved 
that she can’t get out. 
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The flaw The Courage Fear that written 
Roxane Pitt herself. Tales daring and success 
personal beauty and accomplishment are never wholely 
acceptable when the narrator speaking himself; 
and Miss Pitt rather liberal with compliments her- 
self. But spite this, the book comes off con- 
vincing account exciting career. 


There have been many such books since the war: this 
another courageous chapter the chronicles per- 
sonal tragedies war. Adults who haven’t already 
reached the saturation point for such accounts will 
enjoy it. 
Joan Lonergan 


Marshall, Catherine Live Again 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 21,1957. 335p. $3.95. 

Readers who thrilled Man Called Peter will re- 
spond Mrs. Marshall’s poignant testimonial faith 
her own story. This chronicle her life from the 
time her husband’s death—he was Dr. Peter Mar- 
shall, Chaplain the Senate—up the present, 
crowded with the details dear woman. Through 
this forest detail, Mrs. Marshall maps her path ac- 
cording the guiding light God’s providential plan 
for her Live Again. 

tender story, human and warm with 
generously seasoned with quotations from Scripture. 
vividly recorded with names, places, events that 
are diary material. The letters praise for the author 
that clutter too many pages pile high the tribute that 
may mistakenly labelled adulation. The tenor and 
tempo the book are tailored-woman style; but male 
readers will attracted, even they never get inter- 
ested enough read the end. 


seems important realize that the author 
not theologian, not even minister religion. 
take her chapter “Is There Life After Death?” 
doing her and the reader mis-service. 
misunderstand her Scripture citations theological 
foundation which build for time and eternity 
build sand. Mrs. Marshall repeatedly states that 
this her personal story, her richly authentic con- 
frontation with God and reality. not scriptural 
theological manual for bereaved souls. is, simply, 
every sense the term, woman’s story. 


Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Smith, Bradford (assisted 
Marion Collins Smith) 
Why Behave Like Americans 
Lippincott. Oct. 30,1957. 322p. $4.95. 


This work may classified popular Sociology with- 
out the familiar jabberwocky 
gizing. Bradford Smith’s teaching experience evident 
anyone who reads these several chapters the be- 
havioral patterns Americans, their culture, their lan- 
guage; forms recreation and methods education. 
Smith taught college students Japan read, write 
and speak English and tried render intelligible 
them the meaning the cultures which produced 
American and English literature. His manner pres- 


Marshall Smith Berrigan 


entation easy accept describes the 
Sacred Cow the 
American life, devotion this Sacred Cow 
its closest competitor, the screen. 


Sentences are short and pungent, descriptions are 
ful and humorous touches abound. known 
are countless and interest easy sustain. For 
ample, are told that have communities 
ica German Munich, Spanish Madrid, 
Swiss Zurich. Hamtramck Polish city with 
own government, completely surrounded 
Los Angeles the second largest Mexican city the 
world. San Francisco has one the largest 
communities outside China, complete with its 
hospital, post-office, theatres, radio station, daily news 
papers and telephone exchange where the operator 
speak six Chinese dialects and know all the names and 
numbers their subscribers heart. Jesuit will 
interested knowing that the state Idaho has the 
largest Basque colony this side the Pyrenees. the 
mines Butte forty different ethnic stocks are repre. 
sented. 


The chapters Language, the American 
the Arts and the Mass Media are filled with fascinating 
data and the author’s evocative judgments. 
ville said Americans: “An American cannot 
verse, but can discuss.” How true that 
American life the prizes the man who can 
all the hidden means persuasion and the latest dis 
coveries motivational research! Persuasion 
out radio and television sets, floods across full pages 
newspapers and provides the staple for 
The verb sell has become, according Smith, the 
standard expression for activities not only commercial 
but cultural. Even the professor must “sell” his 
ject the students who assume the posture potential 
customers. 


The problem delinquency, the role women 
highly mobile society, the materialism American cul- 
ture, the conformity and stratification political think 
ing, the democratizing education, the functionalism 
architecture, and many other topics are considered 
the same non-technical and non-academic fashion. 
Even the question humor the American situation 
analyzed, and for the American humor becomes “the 
grammar confidence, the rhetoric optimism, the 
music brotherhood.” Bradford Smith has done 
all service presenting the American all his 
plexities ard apparent contradictions style that 
delightful read. All will agree with him that there 
typical American—“but you added them all 
together and then divided 170,000,000 they would 
look something like what this chapter has tried 


portray.” 
Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Berrigan, Daniel, S.J. Time Without Number 
Macmillan. Oct. 53p. $2.75. 


Small wonder that publisher Macmillan excited; that 
poets Thomas Merton, Marianne Moore, Sister Mary 
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are excited; that the discerning judges the 
Academy American Poets are excited with the 1957 
Poetry Selection. The small wonder 53- 
page volume poems, Time Without Number, 
Rev. Daniel Berrigan, S.J., professor Lemoyne Col- 
lege, Syracuse, New York. 


Here authentic poet whose range intensive 
rather than extensive, whose eye and ear and tongue 
record the heart and pulsebeat man’s vibrant spirit. 
Nature and Religion are his major subjects; stunning 
metaphor his divining rod. this the young Jesuit 

rightly claims fellowship with his brother-poet, 
Gerald Manley Hopkins, S.J., earlier generation. 


Father Berrigan views the world with sacramental 
meditating experiences worded decipherably 
dear “language that immediately right.” realizes 
Claudel’s dictum: “The Poet exists celebrate crea- 
tion.” His technical virtuosity poetic sleight-of- 
hand, for depicts his vocation thus: 


transfer view 
your paint blood, 
your canvas, you.” 


And “each day writes/ heart’s core/ ineradicably, 
nothing moment.” “All things despised, capri- 
evanescent, having hour morning. Sumac 
shouldering oaks the forest edge—how 
burns/ clearer than they. And cobweb, more than 
trembles dawn like new-hammered 
silver.” 

Long poems “The Innocent Throne,” “Said God,” 
‘In Memoriam” and “Resurrexit” are exquisite pieces 
genuine poetry. His cameos the Virgin Mary, 
especially “Little Hours” are unforgettably iridescent. 
And triumphant life the ten lines telescoped his- 
tory called “The Castle.” Time Without Number 
itself real prize. 


Holbrook, Stewart 
Dreamers the American Dream 
Doubleday. Oct. 24,1957. 369p. $5.75. 


This the tenth title the Mainstream America 
Series and times one the most entertaining 
the series but the total effect one disappointment. 
Mr. Holbrook had intriguing idea guide him: 
present series sketches some the most frenetic 
American history. His format would 
strained show strong connection be- 
tween the careers some remotely related individuals. 
His content would suffer the imbalance his selec- 
tions since the broad impression created the volume 
that there was nothing counter-balance some 
the weird accomplishments individuals such Mar- 
Sanger, the birth-control advocate; John Noyes 
erotic Perfectionism; Carry Nation, law-unto-her- 
Eugene Debs, the Marxian laborite; and Bill 
Haywood the infamous Wobblies. 


other instances Holbrook displays entirely too much 
for individuals who behaved completely con- 
trary toward American concepts human rights. How 
they contributed any way the fulfillment the 
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American dream not satisfactorily explained; rather, 
Holbrook seems amused their disdain human 
life and property rights. 


There are several individuals whose work and import 
are treated too briefly, George Evans Homestead 
fame; Henry George, the single-taxer; and Samuel 
Gompers, the laborite. Probably the most impressive 
features the volume for many readers will the 
portions devoted Dorothea Dix and her work re- 
form insane asylums, Neal Dow, the temperance leader, 
and Frances Willard the belligerent suffragette and pro- 


hibitionist. 
Gannon, Ph.D. 


Connolly, Terence L., (Editor) 
The Man Has Wings 
Doubleday. Oct. 24,1957. 153p. $3.50. 


This “collection mew poems and plays Francis 
Thompson” affords the reader pleasant excursion into 
the Victorian poet’s world fact and fancy. These 
hitherto unpublished selections from the manuscripts 
the author The Hound Heaven should enhance 
rather than detract from his established reputation. 
The two rather artificially contrived and prolix plays 
betray Thompson’s limitations playwright the 
same time bespeak his interest the stage. The editor 
makes his comments with discriminating taste. 


Wellman, Manly Wade Fastest the River 
Holt. Oct. 24,1957. 234p. $3.95. 


This delightful and surprisingly informative account 
the historic steamboat race between the Natchez and 
Robert Lee under the command Captains Tom 
Leathers and John Cannon. 


this small volume there much more than the ex- 
citing race from New Orleans St. Louis. There are 
also excellent and vivid sketches these somewhat 
scoundrelly river captains and their rivalry. There 
also excellent description the post-bellum Missis- 
sippi Valley life America would make the transition 
from inland waterway transportation favor the 
railroads. The illustrations, appendices, notes, and 
bibliography complete all the requirements scholar- 
ship. pleasant evening’s reading store for de- 


votees Americana. 
Francis Gannon, 
University Scranton 


Ross, Barney and Martin Abramson 
Man Stands Alone 
Lippincott. Oct. 16,1957. 256p. $3.95. 


Barney Ross, for the benefit those not interested 
boxing, was once lightweight and welterweight cham- 
pion the world, the first fighter hold the double 
title, until was beaten Henry Armstrong 1938. 
calls this account the “true” story his life, prob- 
ably counteract the effect the motion picture 
Monkey His Back. this not merely 
boxing story. tells boyhood the “ghetto” 
Chicago, the story survival Jewish family through 
the depression years. Barney’s father was deeply 
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religious man who was murdered two hold-up men; 
the family fell apart every way his death. 


Barney tells, too, his life the Marines, where 
was “Grandpa” the age 33; and one the most 
interesting accounts fight that one Barney had 
with local favorite among the natives Pago-pago 
land. There are, perhaps, better accounts the land- 
ings Guadalcanal, too, but haven’t run across 
them; Barney’s account vivid and moving. 


After his release from the service, Barney became 
drug addict and punches are pulled this section 
the book. Grimly Barney tells what drugs lead 
and the near-impossibility recovery. Barney 
proud his victory over addiction and seems 
devoting substantial part his life now helping 
others who are addicts. 


This interesting book, well-written, honest, filled 
with characters who are good bad, but rarely in- 
different. Barney was himself, reports, errand 
boy for the Capone gang; wanted bad but was 
really forced good. contemptuous the 
society people who were fight fans, but who got drunk 
and nasty parties honoring this champ that, while 
the gangsters attending the same parties were always 
“gentlemen.” 


There love theme running through the book, too. 
Indeed, seems have been Barney’s great love for 
his wife which gave him the motivation overcome 
the drug habit. Adults will find this autobiography 
more than mildly interesting. 

James Ball, S.J., 

Buffalo, New York 


Page, Robert Collier, M.D. Pays Healthy 
Prentice-Hall. 285p. $4.95. 

medical consultant for management, Dr. Page writes 
from his experience, and, therefore, his text directed 
chiefly business men and women. Nevertheless, 
much his advice encompasses broad principles which 
apply all. 


“Health maintenance personal responsibility.” 
only this thought from his introduction were accepted, 
what tremendous advance should make. Instead 
have been deluged with propaganda that health can 
handed out governmental agencies that 
“miracle drugs” will make happy and secure. 


“Learn live the world is” represents the 
philosophical theme Dr. Page. feels that honest 
self-analysis and facing the facts life will protect one 
against most functional illness, and this represents 
large segment all disease. The prevention illness 
the goal the author, must any con- 
scientious physician. His approach sound one 
that directed aiding man understand himself 
and his relationship part his environment, name- 
the business world. 


While business may the most important environ- 
mental factor those seeking Dr. Page’s advice, (al- 
though message given wives one brief chapter), 
should not like see another system disease based 
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Best 
it. real weakness this book that too map the Calif 
complex problems have been overly simplified. Sing road 
has been written for the layman, one can hardly cour 
pect the various facets controversial medical 
justification, however, for distorting truths for the 
clarity and simplicity. The chapters heart disease 
cancer, and psychiatric states might better have 
omitted. And his fairly satisfactory chapter 
obesity, might have avoided careless statements 
as, two-week coffee and orange juice diet can tak 
off pounds; can also “before the 
years little overweight padding seems desirable” 
where and whom? 
Despite these criticisms, would recommend years; 
tical advice about the avoidance disease and th: yantes, 
maintainence healthy attitude toward one’s 
one will have any difficulty understanding the with the 
author’s views. binding. 

Louis Murphy, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania Excellent 
English 
history, 
Lippincott. Oct. 30,1957. 247p. $3.75. 
Medicine the School Medicine the University 
Pennsylvania and Past President local and World, 
Medical Societies. His book neither biography 
autobiography; but rather series informal 
sional discussions with internes and residents the 
University Hospital. these discussions tells 
some the interesting cases has seen and the 

methods diagnosis and treatment used. 
Obviously, the book not general interest and sonment 
doubt that will receive widespread medical 
Alumni the University and other physicians the het 
Philadelphia area, for sentimental reason, may add piece 
their libraries. and, val 
Scranton, Pennsylvania traces 
istingui: 
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Upper-Bracket Paperbacks Among 
Among the new titles added the Sagamore Pres Histo 
American Century series are Louisa Alcott’s Hospitd Cobban, 
ington hospital after Fredericksburg, with introduc 
tion Carl Schenck Meiers, (S-15, $1.25; Ila); 
sophical novel Howells, which contrasts the Penns 
America the 1890’s with what could The 
the principles the Gospels and the Declaration timely 
epigrammatic and satiric The Devil’s Dictionary, with The 
introduction McCary Williams, (S-17, $1.45; 
Wallace Stegner’s The Big Rock Candy Mountain, now 
something classic fictional picture the West their 
the early 20th century, (S-19, $1.95; IIb), also Suitable 
come being mostly out print before this; and for lege cou 
the same reason, Frank Norris’ The Octopus, which from 


1957 


the California wheat-farmers struggle against the rail- 


monopolies, (S-20, $1.95; American Litera- 

ture courses will much helped these reprints. 

The growing library Vintage Books, subsidiary 
Knopf, has recently added reprint Gilbert Mur- 
the The Classical Tradition Poetry, (K-47, $0.95; 

Aquitaine and the Four Kings, (K-50, $1.25; 

revised and somewhat abridged edition Ken- 

such Burke’s critical studies, The Philosophy Literary 
can take Form, (K-51, $1.25; Ila); Harold Nicolson’s nine char- 

middle acter sketches, based largely actual people and events 


during his many years diplomatic service, 


Some People, (K-54, $0.95; still validly witty after 
and selection Thomas Mann’s Essays, 
Goethe, Tolstoi, Wagner, Schopenauer, Freud and Cer- 
translated from the German Lowe- 
Porter, (K-55, $1.25; All the Vintage books share 
with the Doubleday Anchor editions good printing and 
binding. 

Excellent and recommended text for classes the 
English novel Walter Allen’s thoroughgoing critical 
history, The English Novel, (Dutton Everyman Paper- 
back, D-9, $1.55; companion piece, The 
American Novel and its Tradition Richard Chase 
also recommended; not reprint, but original, 
(Anchor A-116, $0.95; Also added the Anchor 
titles are: Denis Rougemont’s Love the Western 
World, (A-121, $1.25; Ila), stimulating study tracing 
western European attitudes marriage, adultery and 
death the Catharist heresy the eleventh century; 
Lewis’ account life France during the reign 
roi soleil, Louis XIV, The Splendid Century, 
(A-122, $1.25; with sixteen prints the period; 
Robert Graves’ autobiographical Goodbye All That, 
(A-123, $0.95; IIb), well-written account disillu- 
Francis Fergusson’s The Human Image 
Dramatic Literature, (A-124, $0.95; appearing 
print here for the first time and worthy companion 
piece the same author’s Idea Theater, (A-4); 
and, valuable supplementary literary studies, 
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lessie Weston’s From Ritual Romance, which 
vania traces the symbolism various ancient legends and 
identifies them with the Grail, unfortunately without 
distinguishing between guess and history, (A-125, $0.95; 

Among the new Penguin Books are the first volume 
Pres History Modern Frances 1715-1799, Albert 
Cobban, professor history University College, Lon- 
(Penguin A-403, $0.85; IIa). This seems 
specially written for the Penguin colophon. So, too, 
Alden Mason, curator emeritus the University 
asts the Pennsylvania Museum, (Penguin A-395, $1.25; IIa). 
The Mentor Books offer two titles, both which are 
ation and recommended: Joshua Whatmough’s Lan- 
Modern Synthesis, (MD-209, $0.50; IIa); and 
with The Negro American Culture, Margaret Just 
Butcher, (based materials left Alain Locke, 
in, now $0.50; I). Houghton, Mifflin have added 
Vest their excellent Riverside Editions, series eminently 
for texts, (as distinct from text-books), col- 
lege courses and fine for general reading, Selections 
which from Ralph Waldo Emerson, edited Whicher, 
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(A-13, $1.15; 1); Ten Greek Plays all contemporary 
translations, and edited Lind, (C-19, $1.15; 
IIb), which makes the error including Lysistrata 
rather than one the other comedies Aristophanes; 
and Latin Poetry, verse translation, also edited 
Lind, and ranging from Ennius through the classic 
periods and middle ages Crashaw, (C-20, $1.45; 


The Grosset Dunlap Universal Library, which little 
more than paper-covered book printed cheaper 
than ordinary paper, added recently the following titles, 
Walter Prescott Webb’s The Great Plains, first printed 
1931, (UL-29, $1.45; I); Victor Heiser’s Ameri- 
can Doctor’s Odyssey, (UL-30, $1.25; originally 
published 1936; Four Plays Ibsen, including 
“Hedda Gabler,” “The Wild Duck,” “An Enemy 
the People” and “The Lady from the Sea,” (the last 
which seldom included Ibsen anthologies), with 
introduction Carl Van Doren, (UL-31, $1.25; 
IIa); and The Shorter Novels Herman Melville— 
“Billy Budd,” “Benito Cereno,” “Bartleby” and “The 


Weaver, (UL-32, $1.25; 


Westerns 

Max Brand’s tale son’s vengeance for his father’s 
death the hands crook reprinted The In- 
visible Outlaw, (Pocketbook #1180, $0.25; War 
between Texas cattlemen and the ranchers get another 
turn Allan Elston’s The Marked Men, (Pocket- 
book #1181, $0.25; The Drift Fence Zane Grey 
first-time-in-paperback for this item, (C-264, $0.35; 
Harry Drago’s Wild Grass, (Permabook 
M-3085, $0.25; I), mixes Texan and Indian girl and 
Montana Dell re-reprinting three Luke 
Short westerns, Savage Range, (once #606, then #826 
and now #963, $0.25; I); and King Colt, (#962, which 
used #647, $0.25; and also The Man 
the Blue, deviously marked “First Edition” although 
acknowledged once #31, (now A-151, 
Frank Robertson’s Disaster Valley, (Ballantine #232, 
$0.35; I), another variation the cattlemen-vs- 
sheepmen theme. 


Mystery and Crime 

Mr. Parker Pyne, Detective, Agatha Christie, 
collection twelve short stories, some later worked out 
greater length, (Dell #961, $0.25; Also 
Agatha Christie Dead Man’s Folly, Poirot mystery 
October, 1956 William Irish’s Phantom Lady 
becomes No. the Great Mystery Library, 
(D-207, $0.35; And Owls Don’t Blink 
Donald Lam-Bertha Cool story, which means 
Gardner masquerading Fair, (Dell D-219, 
$0.35; IIa) Ian Fleming’s Diamonds are Forever 
is, obviously, about smuggling and those who catch the 
smugglers, (Permabook M-3084, $0.25; The 
Golden Widow, Floyd Mahannah, mingles murder, 
insurance, and hot-breath sex fairly fast-paced 
fashion, (Permabook M-3087, $0.25; IIb) John 
Macdonald’s The Price Murder first-time 
print one the better-known clue-weavers, (Dell 
A-152, $0.25; IIa) Bram Stoker’s horrific Dracula 
will scare only those who never heard the human 
vampire before, (Permabook M-4088—it was Pocket- 
book paperback 1947—$0.35; IIa) Joseph Din- 
neen’s Underworld U.S.A. factual account crime 
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rings and particularly Fingers Toland who incurred 


the mob’s hatred, (M-4085, $0.35; 


General Fiction 

Humphrey Cobb’s Paths Glory, minor modern 
classic which was best seller 1935 and now made 
into film starring Kirk Douglas, has been reprinted 
obviously catch the movie publicity. strong 
novel World War (Dell D-209, $0.35; 
The House Paris, Elizabeth Bowen’s perceptive and 
exquisitely written novel the same year, Vintage 
book, (K148 $1.00; I,Ia) Several the episodes 
the very popular series “You’ll Never Get Rich” 
have been assembled script form Sergeant Bilko, 
created Nat Hiken, (Ballantine 229, $0.35; 
new translation Victor Hugo’s The Hunchback 
Notre Dame, Bantam item, (F-1678, $0.50; IV) 
John Marquand’s Pulham, Esquire, best 
seller 1941, was paperbacked first 1950; this re- 
reprint, (Bantam F-1675, $0.50; swashbuck- 


ling pirate tale van Wyck Mason Captain Neme- 


sis, although copyright 1931, seems not have been 
previously published book form, (Pocketbook 1176, 
shot Mika Waltari’s The Dark Angel, turbid ar- 
mour-plus-amour tale around the fall Constantinople 
mere timelkiller, (C-263, $0.35; IIb, cf. B.S., June 
15, Certain Smile Francoise Sagan, re- 
printed bargain with 160 widely-spaced pages for 
$0.35, (Dell D-206, $0.35; IV, cf. B.S., Sept. 
Popular Library adds Shakespeare’s The Merchant 
Wright and Freund, (PL-60. $0.35; and 
much abridged edition Cervantes’ Don Quixote, 


edited Crocker, (PL-517, $0.50; 


General Non-Fiction 
Draftee’s Confidential Guide, How Get Along 
the Army, Alan Levy, Bernard Krisher, and James 
Cox, with illustrations Collins, has been pub- 
lished paperback the Indiana University Press. 
general the authors are sound, but temptations 
overplay for sake laugh proved too much some 
occasions and have led them into tendentious com- 
ment not entirely accurate, ($1.95; IIa) Modern 
American Dictionary prepared the editorial staff 
the American College Dictionary, puts 460 pages into 
paperback pocket-size, gives pronunciation, meaning, 
little else; handy and cheap, (Dell LC-104, $0.50; 
Bernard Myers has edited history and little 
gallery reproductions, (112 full-page, with 
those color), Fifty Great Artists, (Bantam S-1692, 
$0.75; John Keats’ study the dangers 
conformity large scale low-price housing, The Crack 
the Picture Window, was reviewed here last year 
first publication, (Ballantine #233, $0.35; 
Also from Ballantine are Between the Elephant’s Eyes 
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Roger Scott, which the thrill and 
big-game hunting vividly set forth and which 
many will consider, heart-warming ending, 
$0.50; the factual account eye-witness 
the blunders and bravery displayed the flooded 
Belgium and Holland during the battle 
War for the port Antwerp; interesting perhaps 
military experts those who wish blame 
gomery for prolonging the war, best rather bo. 
ing for the ordinary lay reader Wild 
Have Known comprises eight stories warranted true 
Ernest Thompson Seton. The book reprint 
earlier paperback 1946 and was first copyright 
1898, (Bantam A-1678, $0.35; Death Man, 
Lael Tucker Wertenbaker controversial 
the last days the life cancer-ridden 
Christian Wertenbaker who, unfortunately, did 
fully live his middle name, and with the shocked 
but sympathetic contrivance his wife, who write 
the story apparently exorcise her guilt-sense, 
mitted suicide, (Bantam A-1693, $0.35; The 
World’s Best Recipes Marvin Small another 
cookbook; but handy and 
palate teasing one, too, (C-265, $0.35; And 
Dennis the Menace Everybody Hank Ketcham 
one the best pocketbooks the month: funny 


and humorous, (1179, $0.25; I). 


Special Mention 

new series paperback, pocket-sized editions, under 
the series Canterbury Books, has been launched 
Sheed Ward. The five titles are nicely printed 
and bound, but would benefit from identification 
title and author the spine. The first the serie 
are: The Devil, Fathers Leeming, and Farrell, 
P., The Rosary, Mrs. Sheed (Maisie Ward); 
The Roots the Reformation, Karl Adam; 
and the Family, Sheed; and Confession, 
Father John Heenan. All are priced $0.75 
each and all seem pretty much the adult level. 


Identified Dove Publications, (1800 Winnemac Ave- 
nue, Chicago 40, Illinois), five paperback novels all 
Parr and all priced $0.75 each, have the ad- 
vantage being entirely Christian and clean, with 
something message besides story most youngsters 
will find easy read and enjoy. The Hurricane Hurler 
about baseball; Million Lives Stake tracks down 
threat mankind; The Hallowed Hour concerns 
marriage threatened army service demands; The 
Mountains Moved has the Indians the warpath; and 
The Enchanted Daze success story peddler. 
The Newman Press, Westminster, Maryland, has 
started paper-back series with Sidney 
Twenty Centuries Church and State, ($1.95; Ila). 
valuable study the question. 
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